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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

Lesson 1  Commentary  John

Lesson 2  Questions        John 1:1 - 18

THE DIVINE IN JESUS OF GALILEE: 

THE FOURTH GOSPEL

I. INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN


This gospel soars like the eagle into heavenly heights. It is rich in the knowledge of who Jesus was, and of His Divinity. It also points to the sacramental symbols in the Church. Let us look at the origin of this beautiful Good News of Jesus.


A. The Author, Date, and Place of Origin. Nearly all the early Christian writers, even before 150 A.D. (Ad Dominum—Year of the Lord), believed that this Gospel was the work of John the Apostle, that is, was of Apostolic authority. Irenaeus, an Apostolic Father, wrote in 180 A.D. that “John brought out a gospel while he was in Ephesus.”


However, the Gospel itself, upon careful study, shows a very complex development. Two chapters, if carefully analyzed, seem to be misplaced in the text. Discourses of Jesus are interrupted, then resumed later. At the end of the Gospel (John 21:24) a change in pronoun number occurs: “the one who has written these things down” and “we know...” The next verse changes to “I.” Scholars today believe that John’s disciples in the community he headed at Ephesus reworked, perhaps added, teaching they had from him or another source that had not been included.


Adding to the complexity is the early record of another John the Elder, also in the Community, who may have been a disciple of John and also his secretary. “Elder,” however, could be construed as in the Jewish use: leader. Some scholars believe that “John, the beloved disciple” might be a third one, not an Apostle. Most recently, there seems to be agreement that John the Apostle as an “eyewitness” was the ultimate source of this Gospel.


With the discoveries of archeology in the late 19th and early 20th century, clay tablets in the languages of the Bible times were found among the ruins of ancient cities, often named also in the Bible. Once deciphered, these reinforced historical corroboration of Bible historicity. At the same time, however, liberal critics arose with new theories and opinions that doubted Christian traditions about the sources and information in the gospels, holding that the fourth gospel was written far later than 90 A.D. when John the Apostle was still living. Today, however, it is recognized that this Gospel is definitely historical, that it reflects the Jewish background of John the Baptist’s day and that its author was acquainted with all this, and with both the Early Christian communities at Antioch and Ephesus with Greek converts among them.


B. Literary Style, Relationship with the Synoptic Gospels, and characteristics. All the Gospels were written originally in Greek, but the Greek of John is quite good, better than the others, suggesting that the Apostle John, a native Galilean of the Aramaic language, used a secretary to write it. Other hints are that John has no introduction to the words “The Twelve” and uses them very little, suggesting that this community was familiar with the first three Gospel sources. John does not mention the baptism of Jesus, but does include John the Baptist’s testimony to Jesus.


John’s account of the Public Life is very different from the others. It is structured around Jewish Passovers, mostly in Jerusalem. The aim seems to be understanding the true nature of Jesus, after a generation of reflection on Him. Only seven miracles are included, and only two of these are in the Synoptics. Scholars detect an undeniable correspondence between John and Luke and believe that the author knew the Gospels of the Synoptics (a word meaning that, placed in columns side by side, material has similar accounts) and may have read Mark.

Characteristics:

1) Irony. Words and statements contain levels of meaning and conceal hidden meanings of profound truth.

2) Many dialogues in which the statement of Jesus is misunderstood, then developed by Jesus on a deeper theme, not apparent.

3) More symbolism than in the Synoptics: Words, events, and places are symbols of another reality, e.g. Mary is the mother of the Church.


John tells the events of Jesus, as lived by Him and the Apostles, as signs in the Church at all times, as pointing to realities in the Church of each generation. His Gospel is very “sacramental”: water, bread, light--intended to be symbols of Christian sacraments, actions of Jesus done in each generation thereafter through the Church. Lastly, this Gospel is eschatology (looking to the end times). It looks ahead to the final glory of the Church in the “Parousia” (Second Coming).

II. PATTERN OR PLAN OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN


A. Prologue John 1:1-18. Jesus: One Person--Two Natures


B. Jesus’ Ministry: Public Life

First Week


Day 1: John 1:19-28 Beginning of the New Order

Day 2: John 1:29-34

Day 3: John 1:35-51

Day 4, 5, 6: With the new disciples...

Day 7: John 2:1-12 The Miracle at Cana: At a wedding, He revealed His glory. Mary’s Intercession.

First Passover in Jerusalem (John 2:13-25), Nicodemus (John 3:1-21), Final Witness of the Baptizer (John 3:22-36), To Galilee (John 4:1-54).

The second feast, A Sabbath; in Jerusalem. First opposition (John 5:1-47).

The second Passover, Galilee. New opposition (John 6:1-71). The Eucharist.

The Feast of Shelters; Jerusalem; great messianic revelation; rejection (John 7:1-10:21).

The Feast of Dedication; decision to kill Jesus, (John 10:22-11:54).

Jesus moves toward His death (John 12:1-50).


C.
Jesus’ “Hour.” The third Passover: The Lamb of God (John 13:1-20:31).

Last Week



The last meal with the disciples (John 13:1-17:26).

The Passion. Chapters 18 and 19. Mary given to John who represents the Church.

The Resurrection; commissioning of the disciples (John 20:1-29).

The ending of the Gospel (John 20:30,31).


D. 
Epilogue (John 21:1-25). The Risen Lord teaches the Church.
E. Key Words in John’s Gospel. Underline each of these as you do the lessons (in Bible): believe, world, Jew, know, glorify, My Father, truly, light, darkness, love, truth, abide, life, witness, testify, Word, judgment, name.

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 2

JOHN 1:1-18

Day 1

Read the Notes of the Introduction.


a.
What two special aspects of our faith does this Gospel emphasize?


b.
What information in the Notes was new to you?


c.
What was helpful to you in the Notes?

Day 2

Read John 1:1 and Genesis 1:1.


a.
What does John seem to be saying about Jesus in relation to Genesis?


b.
Read John 1:1-3 and Proverbs 8:22-30. What main idea in the Proverb text is also found in John 1:1-3a (first half of verse 3)?


c.
Read John 1:3b-5. What important words in these verses are in your list at the bottom of Lesson 1, p.3? Underline these. These words and the others in the list are the main themes in John’s Gospel—the realities about who Jesus was and came to be.

Day 3

Read John 1:6-11, Matthew 3:1-3, Mark 1:4, and Luke 3:2-3.


a.
Underline the word repeated four times (in your Bible). What is it? (in John 1:6-11)


b.
Re-read John 1:1-4. Where was the Word? In John 1:9-10, where is “the true light”?


c.
What faith does John express in the second line of John 1:10?

Day 4

Read John 1:12-13, Galatians 3:26, 4:6-7.


a.
What do these verses say about a “child of God”? What sacrament is meant in John 1:13? Read John 3:1-5.


b.
Explain the meaning of verse 13.


c.
Read John 1:14a. When have you said these words before?


d.
Read John 1:14b, Exodus 16:10 and Isaiah 60:1. What same word occurs in each? What do you understand it to mean?

Day 5

Read John 1:15-18. Choose the words or a verse that means the most to you. Explain why.

Day 6

Read John’s Prologue (John 1:1-18). What lines appeal most to you? Explain why
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