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Lesson 6  Commentary  John 5:1 - 47

Lesson 7  Questions        John 6:1 - 50

ANTAGONISM IN JERUSALEM:

 BEGINNING OF THE END

JOHN 5:1-47

I. INTRODUCTION


Jesus returned to Jerusalem from Cana’s cure; where His second sign or cure was given. Chapter 5 opens, probably not inside the city of Jerusalem but just outside the Sheep Gate at the Pool of Bethesda. John emphasizes that it was a Jewish feast, and on a Sabbath.

II. CURE ON THE SABBATH (John 5:1-15)


A. The Sheep Pool. There were five porches at the Sheep Pool near the Temple in Jerusalem, where the sick and disabled gathered to wait for the “movement of the water.” This verse 4 was not in the oldest and best Greek manuscript, but it has been in this chapter a long time. The mention of the waters reminds us of the healing waters of Lourdes!


Jesus asked the paralyzed man who had been sick for thirty-eight years, “Do you want to be healed?” Of course he did; and Jesus sent him home. He went off carrying his mat. The story shows that Jesus regarded disease and sickness as an evil caused by sin in the world. He came into the world to rid the kingdom of evil in all its forms. It is important to remember that God doesn’t cause evil and catastrophes and accidents; human freedom, human error does.


There is a sign value here that connects this miracle with the water (a favorite theme in John) of the miracle at the wedding of Cana. John shows us that the word of Jesus alone works the miracle. “Words” are mentioned three times in John 5:8, 11, and 12. They do what the waters of Judaism cannot. Can you connect this miracle with one of the sacraments?


B. Effect on the Jews (John 5:16-18)



1. This Sabbath day miracle precipitates open controversy with the Jews. Rabbinic laws prohibited carrying a bed on the Sabbath. When they told the former paralytic this, he explained that a “man” had told him to; he had no idea who it was. Jesus had slipped away. John’s remark that Jesus “found him in the Temple” suggests that Jesus looked for him. Jesus’ mention of “sin no more” may show that the man’s sins brought on the paralysis. The love of Jesus, His interest in the man’s conversion shows itself here. Interest in the conversion of others to the Good News of Jesus is today called evangelization (“Good News” in the original Greek). All of us are being called by the Church to evangelization today. Just sharing the news of this Scripture Study can bring others’ faith and love and cause lives to change.


Back to the Jews’ Rabbinic laws: they had made a number of “must nots” (39 in all) for the Sabbath over the years. They viewed Jesus’ cures on a Sabbath “work.” Consistently, Jesus rejected such ideas and the impossible burdens they put on the people, which made the sabbath a difficulty instead of a rest and a joy. Do we make our Sunday a work day needlessly? Do we try to make a time for family and friends to enjoy each other?



2. Worse still, the Jews’ leaders were horrified that Jesus spoke of God as His own Father. “My Father works until now and I work,” is a claim that Jesus does the work of God at all times. John notes that they began to persecute Jesus and wanted to kill Him.

III. DISCOURSE TO THE JEWS (John 5:19-47, and Wisdom 16:13)


This was delivered in Jerusalem, the capital of the nation, and the headquarters of the Jewish religion. It was here the “Messiah” was debated about most. John alone gives this discourse.


Look over the whole passage and notice how often Jesus says the words “the Father” and the “Son.” What effect does this have on you? Here, Jesus teaches His relationship to the Father. Our relationship with the Father, He gives in Matthew 6:32a-33, and in John 16:27. This speech seems an impassioned rushing of words from His heart. With an intensity that only a God-man could feel, He expresses His real identity--who He is. He also shows us His pain at the rejection of His own People--the very ones to whom He had long been promised, for whom they waited. How touching this discourse is!


Rudolf Schnackenburg, in his two-volume work on John’s Gospel, says that this speech is a carefully thought out composition. Most scholars’ believe that this Gospel came from an eyewitness, probably the apostle. There is also an opinion among scholars that there was a first collection of Jesus’ Teachings which contained Jesus’ “sayings,” which could have been used as one source. The 90’s A.D. is quite distant from Jesus’ words! But we can’t discount the Holy Spirit, either.


A. The Deeds of the Son (John 5:19-21). In these opening remarks, Jesus makes shocking statements, now clear to us, but irreverent to the Jews He was addressing. It seemed to them that He claimed that His works were done because He was equal to God, whom He even called Father. Jesus went on to predict “even greater works than these.” Later, in Chapter 11, John records the raising from the dead of Lazarus, after he had been buried four days (See Wisdom 16:13). Jesus acts, then teaches the truth behind His acts, His deeds. His deeds speak louder than His words.


B. Judgment Given to the Son (John 5:22-30)



1. Verse 22 is even more astounding: The Son has been given all judgment. In the Apostles’ Creed which begins the rosary and which is used by most Christians, we say, “I believe in ...Jesus Christ, the only Son of God...who will come to judge the living and the dead.” Thus Christians fulfill Jesus’ words in verse 23, “honor the Son just as they honor the Father.”



2. With a strong emphasis, often used by Jesus, He “solemnly assures that those who hear His word and believe it, possess eternal life.” We need this kind of faith in Jesus’ teaching. Here the word “faith” implies belief in His divinity. Again, Jesus claims eternal “life in Himself,” and His power to pass judgment. He mentions the resurrection of the dead who will “hear His voice” and either rise to eternal life, or rise “to be damned.” See Matthew 15:27-28 concerning the Greek word “faith;” it can also mean trust in someone; once I read of eleven words that could be used instead of this word! This meaning, trust, as reliability, is harder for us to achieve. What is your faith in Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:32b-33?


The Jews’ unbelief showed that they did not truly love God; they preferred their own will, their “false Messiahs” who fired national aspirations and rebellion against Roman rule. In fairness to all the Jews, they could not recognize in Him what they had come to expect and long for, a king who would free them from a foreign power, as Moses and David of old. They did not look for a Messiah, humble and unwilling to be king on the earth, but who would free them from the domination by the sins of men, which always destroy the peace meant for society.


C. Witnesses to Jesus (John 5:31-47). These verses clearly give to the original readers “testimony” to lean on, to go on to belief, and to leave “unbelievers” confounded (R. Schnackenburg). Jesus mentions as witnesses to Him: 



1. John the Baptist. In verse 35 Jesus describes John, His pre-cursor as a lamp aflame, burning bright, who testified to Jesus as the Messiah, the “lamb of God.” But Jesus adds immediately His earlier teaching that the works He did were a stronger testimony; and that the Jewish leaders did not have the Father’s word “abiding in their hearts.”



2. The Scriptures. Verse 39 adds a new testimony, the scriptures as speaking of Him, and He laments that they were unwilling to possess the eternal life that He came to give. Later to His incredulous followers after His resurrection--Cleopas and his companion on the road to Emmaus, He interprets for them every passage in Scripture which referred to Him. Wouldn’t we like to have that discourse! This statement in John is one of the reasons why it is important for us to know and ponder the Old Testament. It reinforces our belief in Him, through the remarkable prophesies and types of Him that we find there.



3. Moses and the Prophets (John 5:46-47). Jesus began with Moses and all the prophets, quoting them. In the Pentateuch, we study Moses and see the wonderful type he was of Jesus.


D. Revelation of the Trinity. In the synoptics, the “Son” is mentioned only three times (Matthew 11:27, Mark 13:32, and Matthew 24:36). In John, two Persons in God, the Father and the Son, are mentioned again and again. Rarely does the Old Testament speak of God as Father. Only the Son could do that. This discourse also shows the Father’s love for us in His gift of His “only Son.” See Colossians 1:15-17 and John 14:8-13 the last discourse to the Apostles before He died.


It is one of the marks of a Christian, this belief in the Trinity (the word means “three”--note our Trinity River named after this).


The earliest sign that Christians used to each other for their faith when they were under Jewish or Roman persecution was a fish symbol. In Greek, the letters in the word fish (ichtheos) stand for Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior. This phrase includes the divine nature of Jesus as well as His Messiahship and His Saving death.


Another early sign they used of their belief in the Three Persons was the Sign of the Cross, which they made on themselves, put in their homes, and in their prayers. It is so familiar to Catholics now that children and even adults thoughtlessly “cross themselves” as though they were waving away a fly! Haven’t we all done that? Perhaps it is better to make fewer Signs of the Cross and to do it consciously.


Many Christians lost this sign through the Protestant Revolt in the 1500’s. It is generally now on their churches, though some still think it “too Catholic.” It is interesting that at first the Christians never put a figure of Jesus on the cross, to show that He died and rose again. Their first great belief from the apostles’ teaching was the astounding fact of His resurrection. Some later crosses were highly decorated and jeweled. These were called “glorious crosses” and some are still shown as art treasures.


When did the crucified body of Jesus begin to be put on the cross? It was in the terrible years of the simultaneous 14th century tragedies in Europe: the Black Plague, when half or more of the population died, and the Hundred Years’ War, which was waged over most of Europe when rival kings lined up against each other. The common folk began to feel such an awareness that Jesus suffered intensely too, and began to put His crucified body on the cross again to help them bear theirs.

APPLICATION (Jealousy)


One of the lessons we can learn from this account of the Jerusalem leaders’ opposition and decision to kill Jesus, is the power of jealousy. Thus Jews watched the people following and acclaiming Jesus; a nobody from a “hick town,” uneducated and with no credentials such as the Jewish leaders had. They felt jealous. (See John 11:48, and 12:9-11.) We, too, are subject to an inner feeling of envy, of jealousy, about those who rival us. This is natural and not a sin unless we nourish it and act on it. We need the help of Jesus, of His Holy Spirit, in this sometimes furious and lasting temptation. Prayer is the best recourse, but also a calm reasoning with ourselves about it is the best way to handle it.

* * * * * * *
QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 7

John 6:1-50

Day 1

Read all notes; all scripture references.


a.
What helped you personally in this lesson?


b.
Give some truths about Jesus that you learned in this lesson?

Day 2

Read John 6:1-24, Numbers 11:13 and 22.


a.
Do you see anything significant in the number 12 in this account?


b.
How is verse 11 like Luke 22:19?

Day 3

Read John 6:25-42, Exodus 16:4-5 and Isaiah 55:2.


a.
How do the Old Testament texts relate to John’s texts?


b.
What belief does Jesus teach in verses 39-40?

Day 4

Read John 6:42-50, Isaiah 54:13, and Jeremiah 31:33-34.


a.
What different meanings are in verses 42-50 for the word “Father”?


b.
How do you understand Jesus’ words in these verses?

Day 5

Read Matthew 16:13-17.


a.
Compare with John 6:45.


b.
How does this apply to Peter? to you?

Day 6



a.
What do you understand by John 6:50, 1 Corinthians 10:3-5, and Matthew 26:26-27?


b.
How does this teaching of Jesus affect your life?
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