Series III
Lesson 9

Page 


[image: image1.jpg]IXPETER 3:18
GROW 1N GRACE AND
IN THE KNOWLEDGE

OF OUR

Lorp AND SAvVioR

Jesus CHRIST

To HiM B8 GLORY ROTH
NOW AND EVERMORE

AMEN



CATHOLIC SCRIPTURE STUDY

Catholic Scripture Study Notes written by Sister Marie Therese, are provided for the personal use of students during their active participation and must not be loaned or given to others.

SERIES III
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

[image: image2.png]



Lesson 9  Commentary  Acts2, 20

Lesson 10  Questions     John 7:1 - 52

THE EUCHARIST IN THE CHURCH AFTER JESUS

Acts 2,20 and 1 Corinthians 10,11

I. THE COVENANT THEME


The Synoptics all record these words of Jesus: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which will be shed for you.” What did Jesus mean by “covenant in my blood?” He was fulfilling and completing an Old Testament covenant.


In primitive times, justice, law and protection were taken care of by means of pacts or agreements between equals called covenants; later between higher lords and lesser ones. This is the kind of covenant God made with His people.


A. The Old Covenant Made with Abraham and Moses



1. God’s Covenant with Abraham. Genesis 15:1-19 records a desert custom in Abraham’s time, still used today in Bedouin regions. The Lord directed Abram to bring two birds and three animals one year old. Abram split the animals in two, placing each half opposite the other. Usually the two in the agreement each walked between the cut animals, as a proof that their word would be kept or then it would be done to them as to the animals. In this instance in Genesis, after dark a smoking brazier and a flaming torch passed between the pieces, and God promised Abram that his descendants, though enslaved in Egypt for some generations, would return to the land promised him. This is an example of the covenants sealed with the blood of animals. Genesis 17:1-22, gives God’s further ratifying of the Covenant with Abram, changing his name to Abraham (father of nations) and assuring him of the Promised Land.



2. God’s Covenant with Moses. In Moses’ day, four hundred years or so later, the covenant was ratified in a much stronger and clearer way (Exodus 24:1-8). This is the foremost covenant of God with the people of Israel. Moses sent young Israelites to offer holocausts and sacrifice young bulls as peace offerings to the Lord. He then took half of the blood and put it into bowls, and the other half he splashed on the altar. He read God’s words to the people and they responded, “All that the Lord has said, we will do.” Then Moses sprinkled blood on the people, saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words of his.” The Israelites became truly the people of God, covenanted with Him in the Abraham and Moses Covenants; in each case at the initiative of God out of generous care and plans to save the human race.



3. Israel and the Covenant. Again and again in Israelite history, the Bible relates how the people broke this covenant, worshipping false gods, or breaking the moral laws of the commandments or the law of Moses. Many times God sent a message through the prophets of His displeasure at their breaking the covenant with Him again and again, and announced certain disaster as a result of their unfaithfulness. When these disasters came, the Israelites often returned to the right way, but would slip back. Finally, God allowed them to be exiled from their land in captivity to the Babylonians. However the prophet Jeremiah was given a promise: “I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the House of Juda—one not written on tablets” (Jeremiah 31:31-34). These covenants lasted more than 1500 years.


B. The NEW COVENANT, Made through Jesus, Lasts Forever.



1. The Last Supper. On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus pulled it all together. In a few short phrases, He announced that He was offering His own body and blood for the world, in other words, He was the priest and He was the victim; that this was a new covenant in His blood; and that the new Passover was to be His passing from death to life, from earth to heaven, in a risen, glorious human nature. He instructed His apostles to continue what He had said and done, giving them His own power to sacrifice His body and blood in an unbloody manner. All the themes were there—the Passover Lamb, the altar of sacrifice, the manna, the blood of sacrifice, the priesthood, and the Covenant. Further, those who believed in Him across the world and across time, were destined to the same Passover from death in this world to a risen life in heaven, a new life.


The Eucharist that He offered that night was before His death; that which He offers through His priests is after His death and resurrection (Hebrews 7:22-28). He, as the High Priest, needs only to renew His offering again and again through His priests, the same sacrifice of His body and blood that He gave on Calvary, and the resurrection on the third day of that same body. The Eucharist we have is a celebration including the death and the resurrection of Jesus.



2. What Does the New Covenant Mean For Us? John’s account of the Passover meal added three chapters of Jesus’ long discourse that night, in which He gave the law of the new covenant that was to be the mark of His followers. It was a simple one, but very difficult for unaided human nature. “Love one another as I have loved you.” Love. His love was unconditional, open, and given to all. That is our “law.” How well do we keep it, we who believe we have the fullness of the Christian Faith? How Christian are we? Are we other Christs? He expects that this love will bring others to Him, and it did, in the first idyllic days of Christianity. The old saying of the Roman pagans, “See how these Christians love one another” is often given for the reason for the conversion of Rome to Christianity.


Our personal covenant with God is a faithful, daily relationship of love. Do we live His Word daily? Read it daily? (The Focolare Ideal) Another question we might ask ourselves: Has our civilization, especially our America, which exports so much of its secular culture to the world, turned away from its earlier faith and morals—that of the pioneers seeking freedom of religion, and of the founding Fathers? Do your youth know God as well as they know America’s “idols?”—Movie, rock and sports stars?

II. THE EUCHARIST AND THE COVENANT AFTER JESUS


A. The Jerusalem Community (Acts 2:42-47). We find the Eucharist and the covenant with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and with each other, fully operative first in the Jerusalem Christians. “They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers.” This will be forever the description of the kind of unity and love that the Spirit of Jesus wishes to produce in Christian communities. Different movements in the Church have sought to restore it—this was one of the reasons for religious communities. We should examine each phrase of this passage, measuring our parishes, our families, against it, and begin there to change the world we live in. If we cannot do anything actively, the power of prayer “changes more than this world dreams of.” (Tennyson). Also, our Sacrifice of the Cross (the Mass) is available for the salvation of the world, if we just make that intention as we participate.


B. St. Paul’s Gentile Christian Communities (Acts 20:7 and 14:23). The worship in St. Paul’s communities is recorded in Acts and in his letters. The twentieth chapter of Acts mentions: “On the first day of the week when we gathered for the breaking of bread, Paul preached to them” (Acts 20:7). A little description of the Mass!


Paul’s account of the Eucharist in the first letter to the Corinthians (11:25-29) is rich in details, exhortations and teaching. This account is in the context of a Christian group celebrating “The Lord’s Supper” and is believed to be the earliest written account. Paul reminds them not to eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord unworthily, for they sin “against the body and blood of the Lord”—a clear statement of belief in the reality of the Eucharist as we believe it. He adds what must be the origin of our traditional rite of penance at the beginning of Mass. “Examine yourselves...”


In 1 Corinthians 10:16, he says: “Is not the cup of blessing we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread we break a sharing in the body of Christ? Because the loaf of bread is one, we, though many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.” Paul further develops and teaches our oneness in his beautiful words on the Body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.


C. The Minister of the Eucharist. In 2 Corinthians 3:6 the Apostle writes of the Apostles’ ministry: “Our sole credit is from God who has made us qualified ministers of a new covenant, not a covenant of a written law but of spirit.” In Acts 14:23 he “installed presbyters in each church” that he instructed, giving the power to preside in the assembly, and perhaps, to offer the Eucharist, the “breaking of the Bread.”

III. THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS

A. The Apostles taught a number of converts before their death, who became writers of apostolic teaching. We have about nine records that can be traced to them in the years roughly from 90 A.D.-160 A.D.


The Shepherd of Hermas, The Didache, The Epistles of St. Clement of Rome, The Letter of Barnabas, Letters of St. Ignatius, The Letter of St. Polycarp of Smyrna, St. Polycarp’s Martyrdom, Fragments of Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis, Epistle of Diognetes.


St. Clement was the third successor of St. Peter as Pope. All early popes were martyred rather quickly. St. Polycarp knew St. John the Apostle. We shall quote from just two of these:


B. St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop. About 95 A.D., on his way to martyrdom in Rome, St. Ignatius wrote letters to seven important Christian communities. In the letter to the Ephesians, he wrote: “Come together in common, one and all, without exception, in love, in one faith and in one Jesus Christ, who is of the race of David according to the flesh; the Son of Man and Son of God, so that with undivided mind you may obey the bishop and the priests, and break one Bread which is the medicine of immortality and the antidote against death, enabling us to live forever in Jesus Christ.”


C. St. Clement, Bishop of Rome, writes around 90 A.D.: “The Master has prescribed...that we should discharge ourselves of offerings and liturgies, not at random and without order, but at set times and hours. He Himself has determined by His sovereign decision at what places and by what ministers they are to be carried out in a holy way...Let each of us, in his proper rank, give thanks to God (“eucharisteito”) with good conscience, without transgressing the rules governing his own liturgy.” In the Greek mind and language, liturgy meant a public service by an individual to the community, usually in connection with a celebration in honor of a god, to which all, even slaves, were invited and expected to attend, to please the god of the city and prevent any disaster. “Eucharisteito” was their word for the liturgy of the Last Supper among Christian Greeks. “Greeks” was used loosely in the later days of the Roman empire to mean what the Jews called “Gentiles,” because Greek was the written and educated language for some two or three hundred years, until the common Latin attained this.

IV. CHRISTIAN WRITINGS AFTER THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS

A. Fathers of the Church


1. Tertullian, a devout and educated Christian in North Africa, who erred later in life in another doctrine but not in the teaching of the Eucharist, wrote in 197 A.D. to a prospective Christian: “We receive the Eucharist at our early morning meetings, and then from the hand of none but the bishops.” This text shows that the Eucharist was celebrated not only on the “first day of the week” as Christians continued to do, in honor of the Lord’s Resurrection and the Coming of the Holy Spirit, but “in the morning” as we do; and also that the Eucharist was still mainly the service of the bishops, successors of the Apostles. This reflects the consistent belief in the church that priests were ordained by bishops to help with the liturgies bishops couldn’t do. Priests are representatives and extensions of the bishop, not in any way independent teachers.



2. St. Augustine. Around 397 Augustine, bishop of Hippo in North Africa, wrote: “The Lord Himself and apostolic tradition have transmitted a few observances instead of many, and these are very easy to fulfill. Examples of these are the Sacraments of Baptism and the celebration of the Body and Blood of the Lord.”


All the foregoing texts from the Apostolic Fathers and the Fathers of the Church (quoted only two from many) show us the Eucharist as believed by those who passed the teaching of the Apostles on, or from the believers for the first centuries after Jesus. They clearly taught and wrote about it as we believe. If all Christians knew these early writings, many would become convinced of the Catholic teaching.


B. The Eucharist and Outstanding Holiness in the Church. Through the ages saints, those who were the heroes of the Church, outstanding in the virtues of the Christian faith, have written or have been on record about their Eucharistic faith.



1. St. Benedict founded in Europe the great tradition of men (and women) who took one great aim in life (mono-one-monk): to live by vow the counsels of Jesus and Acts 2:42. One of Benedict’s disciples, Pope St. Gregory the Great, wrote the first life of St. Benedict and tells of the day he died: He “had himself carried to the oratory where, fortified by the body and blood of Christ, standing erect with his hands raised to heaven, he breathed his soul on the 21st of March.” This was in 547.



2. In St. Francis of Assisi’s life (1181-1226) we find many references to his tender love for the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.



3. Thomas Aquinas, the great Dominican monk and medieval scholar, wrote the “Pange Lingua” in 1260, a hymn still sung in our own time, about the real presence of Jesus in the bread and wine consecrated on the altar. He also wrote the divine office for the feast of Corpus Christi—the “body of Christ.”



4. Near our own times, St. Therese of Lisieux wrote in her autobiography: “It was not to remain in a tabernacle that you came down on earth, Jesus, but to come to us in holy communion.” Before her death she foretold that she would obtain a change in the custom of not allowing holy communion daily. Six years after her death, Pope Pius X was elected pope. He soon changed the time of first communion from eleven years to seven years of age, and allowed all in the state of grace to receive communion daily, if they wished.



5. The Angel of Peace appeared to the children of Fatima and brought them Holy Communion.


C. Practices and Devotions of the Faithful. The sacrament of the Eucharist was at first kept in homes during the Roman persecutions, and taken to the martyrs on the way to their deaths and heaven. (“via-te-cum”: on the way with you) Later, it was reserved in churches for the sick and dying, after the persecutions. 


Forty Hours devotion sprang up in Europe after a terrible plague swept over the lands; Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament developed as a special reverence for the reserved sacrament; visits to the Blessed Sacrament have for centuries been a popular devotion to Jesus. The vigil light developed as a sign of where and in which churches the Blessed Sacrament was kept. And there were many more...


Many miracles are recorded in the history of the church and lives of the saints: St. Clare of Assisi held the Blessed Sacrament before the marauders at the gate of the convent; they fell to the ground. Paschal Baylon, unable to leave his sheep, wished so much for the Blessed Sacrament that a chalice appeared before him containing a host. Therese Neumann, who died in Germany in this century, is said to have lived only on the bread of the Eucharist; Padre Pio of Italy was often in ecstasy during the Consecration. In our lifetime, we have seen science study objects such as the Shroud of Turin and the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, to discover authenticity according to the tradition. This has happened recently in a Eucharistic miracle of the year 700, when a Basilian monk doubted the Real Presence in the bread and wine he had just consecrated. He saw the bread then literally change into flesh and the wine into blood. Both these species were preserved in an ivory vessel where they are today. The Church asked scientists in 1970 to ascertain the true nature of these substances. They reported in 1971: “The Flesh is real flesh. The Blood is real blood. They belong to the human species and have the same blood type. Proteins were found as in fresh normal blood; also minerals. Left in their natural state for twelve centuries, these substances “remain an extraordinary thing.”


Jesus is present among men in many ways; also in all His creation. Roman and other Catholic churches (Orthodox e.g.) retain belief in Jesus’ special gift of His real Presence on this earth. He did not leave us orphans; let us accept His total love.

* * * * * * *

Questions for Lesson 10

John 7:1-52

Day 1 


a.
When you read the notes, underline or check information that was new to you. Plan to share it with the group.


b. 
Did the notes inspire any change in your life?

Day 2

Read John 7:1-10, John 19:27, Matthew 13:55.


a.
Check the footnotes for the John 7:3. In what ways are the words “brothers” understood?

Day 3

Read John 7:11-19, Luke 2:47, Acts 7:53.


a.
Who do you think “the Jews” are in John 7:11,13?


b.
What do you think of Jesus’ answer in John 7:16-19?

Day 4

Read John 7:20-24, Genesis 17:10, Luke 14:5, Leviticus 19:15.


a.
How does Jesus get the better of the Jews?


b.
What wisdom do you see in John 7:24? Give an instance in your experience either to you or by you.


c.
How did the Genesis, Luke, and Leviticus texts help you?

Day 5

Read John 7:25-36, Hebrews 7:3, Luke 4:29, 30.


a.
How many times already in John 7 has Jesus mentioned being sent by another?


b.
What has convinced many in the crowd to believe in Him?


c.
In John 7:34 what does Jesus mean? Proverbs 1:28, Isaiah 55:6.

Day 6

Read John 7:37-52, Revelations 21:6, Ezekial 47:1, Deuteronomy 18:15,18,   2 Samuel 7:12-14.


a.
How does Isaiah 12:3 relate to John 7:37-39 and to Christian life?
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