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Lesson 13  Commentary John 10:1 - 42

Lesson 14  Questions       John 11:1 - 57

THE GOOD SHEPHERD

John 10:1-42


As chapter 10 opens, we find Jesus still talking with the Pharisees and Sadducees as in the blind man story at the Feast of Booths. In fact, this Good Shepherd story seems to be a link between the Feast of Tabernacles and the Feast of the Rededication of the Temple. The importance of this link will become clearer below.


In order to understand Jesus’ message in this series of simple parables it will serve us well to understand the nature of sheep and shepherds. Sheep are docile, friendly animals. They lack a stressful life. They move from place to place only as the need arises. You will note in John 10:4 the shepherd has to drive them out. In many cases, the shepherd walks through the mingled flocks tapping his sheep with a stick or nudging them with his foot or his voice. Sheep are peaceful and placid.


A sheepfold is generally made up of a three sided confinement area. It could be an area of low sided rocks or brambles (any natural or man-made three sides—doesn’t need to be sturdy). It could possibly be a box canyon. Sheep will not break out. The fourth side or front can be made of some sort of moveable material, i.e.. brambles, sticks, branches or as in John 10:9, the shepherd Himself becomes the gate.


Now that we have the scene let us be sure we understand the allegory. The author of “John” sets up the scene with a warning against those who would come after the flock by unorthodox means and that the proper way is through the gatekeeper. By processing the flock through the gate all will proceed properly.


The Jewish leadership did not understand Jesus’ reference to them so He sets up the story again, in a more pointed way. He specifically sets Himself up as the 

gatekeeper and the leadership as thieves and robbers. In John 10:20, 21 we see that this time Jesus meets with some success.


Jesus sets Himself up as the camel’s eye, as a gate through which all goodness travels. Through Jesus one passes from the wilds of the world into the safety of His care. This reference is not unique to Jesus. The title “Bab” (“Gate”, e.g.. to knowledge) has frequently been applied to great religious leaders. The word is from Islam.


Here, however, Jesus specifically links Himself to God the Father. In Exodus 34 we see Moses as the Good Shepherd through whom the Commandments (knowledge) were passed (gate). In 1 Samuel 16:11-13 we find David identified as the Good Shepherd. In Numbers 27:16-18 we find a direct link. Joshua (whose name in Hebrew is Jesus) is the leader of the sheep. He is the selected and ordained leader. Jesus was selected by Yahweh as the leader and it was ordained that He lay down His life for His sheep (John 10:15).


It is obvious that the people of this planet are the sheep in this story and Jesus’ flock at the moment are those who recognize His voice and follow Him. Seventeenth century patristic exegesis tells us that THE FLOCK is the Church. THE OWNER of the FLOCK is the Father, the GATEKEEPER is the Holy Spirit of Christ, etc. Therefore, those Jews who follow Jesus in and out of the gate and heed His words are His flock, His Church.


Those who sneak over the fence and do not have Jesus as their shepherd (Gatekeeper) are not of Him. Those who do not follow Jesus in and out are not of His flock (Church). We must now consider these two categories. It seems Jesus is referring to a sheepfold containing many flocks intermingled. The world at that time, as it is today, was made of many flocks. Some follow the Master’s voice through His Church and some do not. The wolves, thieves and robbers in this story are specifically the Pharisees and Sadducees who do literally rob, steal and slaughter the flock. Through the ages we have evidence of self-proclaimed shepherds who are not of Jesus’ flock, but use Him as the gate. The gods of Rome: Zeus, Athens, Tores, etc.; Mohammed, Buddha, John Smith, etc.; even up to today all set themselves up as the gatekeeper. In the recent discoveries in the Tumran Caves we find history of previous messiahs. Even the “Teacher of Righteousness” from the Qumran community was set as the only way to perfection.


This feast of the Booths or Tabernacles evolved from the early days. It was a celebration for a good harvest where the first fruits were brought to the center of religious activity. Pagan believers were required to pilgrimage with their first fruits. At one point all the believers of the known world gathered for a fertility rite where maidens were raped, where new water was blessed, where fire was purified and dispelled the darkness. The maiden was a sign of fertile crops. The water signified new life and the fire drove away the powers of evil (darkness).


At a later stage, this week-long gathering was a time for the Jews to remember the mercy of God and their deliverance from Egypt into the promised land. The feast was to be an annual renewal of the covenant which has evolved through the years. At one point it was believed that this feast and that of the rededication of the Temple was one and the same.


History tells us these feasts were in fact similar. The feast of the Dedication was about eight days long and again all believers were required to travel to the Jerusalem Temple. This time not to celebrate the deliverance from Egypt or from famine or drought, but to celebrate the historical event of the rededication of the Temple by Judas Machabeus, after the desecration of the Syrians (The altar was used to make sacrifices to Zeus).


Leading up to this event we know that the religious leaders of the time, Jason and Menlaus, who were the High Priests of the old Temple, betrayed the people (sheep) and sold out to the Syrians. Jason and Menlaus were the shepherds of the time.


Jesus knew this history as did the contemporary leaders of the temple, the Sadducees and Pharisees. Jesus relates the temple to the sheepfold and the leaders (Sadducees and Pharisees) to the High Priests Jason and Menlaus who sold out the people as a hired hand would (John 10:12).


This story is located between the history of the religious gathering of the flock to the safe haven of the Ark of the Covenant and the gathering of the flock to the religious safety of the temple. The new keepers of the temple were as devious, they were selling out just as did the old keepers of the temple. The gatekeeper, Jesus, is the only one who can be trusted to deliver us, His sheep, from the evils of this time.


Today, as in old testament history, and as in Jesus’ time, we have bandits trying to get at the flocks by illegitimate methods, through the backdoor. Today as in Jesus’ time we have thieves, robbers, who try to destroy the flock for money. The flock must be made to hear, recognize and respond to the voice of the one and only Shepherd, to the one and only sheepfold, to Jesus the Christ and His Church. 


We can bring Jesus’ message of the Good Shepherd to today. The message is as fresh today as it was in the first century. We are like the blind man in John 9. IF we follow the Good Shepherd we will be able to see. IF we follow the Good Shepherd we will live in safety. IF we follow the Good Shepherd we will have eternal life with Him.


Jesus, our Shepherd, laid down His life for us. When He took it up again He led His flock to the abundant life. He is still here for us, protecting us from marauders. If we follow His voice as His flock we will not be led astray by the Jim Bakers of this time. We will not be led astray by the pace of this time. We will not be led astray by today’s scientific advances, by biochemistry, genetic engineering or the Old Testament practice of surrogate motherhood. No, if we follow the Master’s voice we will have life and have it in abundance.


As we progress into John 10:16 we find Jesus talking about other sheep not of his fold. In the first century there were the unbelieving Jews, the Gentiles and the pagans of other areas. Today we Christians have a sorrowful division, an artificial division of the flock. The entire world should be of one fold being led by one shepherd. Not just the Christian world but the entire world. Jesus commands “...there must be one flock and one shepherd.”


John 10:20, 21 speak of Jesus as being “possessed” meaning possessed by a demon, a demented person. John 10:21 makes it clear there is no connection between mental health and physical health. During the first century it was believed that poor health was a product of sin. Poor mental health was the product of evil possession. This is generally not true. When Jesus cured by using such phrases as “arise your sins have been forgiven” some saw a connection between “health” and sin.  But John 10:21 goes a long way to change this impression.


John 10:22 brings us to the last of the series of feasts which began at Chapter 5: the Sabbath, Passover, Tabernacles, and now the Dedication (now called Hanukkah). The author of John has used these events as a backdrop to his theology and as a vehicle to a further depth of understanding. Verses 22 and 23 show us that Jesus was as human as you or I. If He could have avoided being cold and uncomfortable when there was no reason, He would have. We are told this feast was held in the winter and that Jesus was walking in the Portico of Solomon which was the East Portico. In that part of the world the winter cold blows in from the East. (Here we have our “Northerner”, there they had their “Easterners”.) This portico was the outermost of the temple complex and had an outside wall which protected the occupants from the weather; none of the other porticos had exterior walls. People were given the feeling of being closed in by their magnificent columns and clusters.


The Jewish leaders were getting impatient with Jesus. They wanted a simple straight answer to a simple straight question...Are you or are you not the Messiah? Let’s stop beating around the bush, just give us a simple yes or no. Jesus never does. How frequently do we ask Him for some simple guidance! “Here I am, Lord, what would You have me do?”


Jesus can’t answer the question of the Jewish leaders with a simple yes or no. His definition of Messiah and theirs was different. They were looking for a material savior, a leader to end all leaders. Jesus did not want to even lean in this direction. So, He had to clarify himself. In so doing He handed us one of the most sacred, cherished doctrines of all times. It was so deep and so revolutionary that it took many years to finally figure out. The fourth century Councils of Nicea and Constantinople finally defined what Jesus was getting at. Jesus was telling us of the first two persons of the Blessed Trinity.


The leaders then try to arrest Jesus but, as He was in an outer area of the temple, He was able to slip away. His time had not yet come. He was to lay down His life and pick it up again. He was not going to allow the Jewish leaders to take it from Him, at a time not chosen by His Father. This supreme action was in God’s hands. Do we have the confidence today to put our affairs in His hands? 


The final three verses of this chapter draw to a close a major section of this Gospel. Jesus has come full cycle. He is back where His ministry began. He is greeted by a large number of people now His disciples, some who had followed John the Baptist—others of His flock who recognized Him by His words and accepted Him for who He was.

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 14

JOHN 11:1-57

Day 1

Read the Notes. As you go, underline anything that strikes or helps you. Share with your group.

Day 2

Read John 11:1-4, Matthew 5:16 and Romans 15:6-7.


a.
How do the 3 passages relate to each other?


b.
Who will be glorified, by whom, and how?


c.
What do you understand by the words “glory” and “glorified?”


d.
Examine if you seek your own glory by your Christian life...

Day 3

Read John 11:5-10.


a.
In John 11:9 what is Jesus talking about when He refers to daytime action versus night action?


b.
What is Jesus now revealing about Himself?

Day 4

Read John 11:11-27, and John 11:32.
Read Daniel 12:13.


a.
Answer Jesus’ question in John 11:26 in your own words (to Jesus).


b.
What Christian teaching is contained in Daniel 12:13?

Day 5

Read John 11:28-44.


a.
In John 11:33, do you think Jesus was able to feel sorrow as we do? Why?


b.
Read Luke 10:38-42. What character trait of Martha and Mary shows in John’s story that is also in Luke’s story?


c.
In Jesus’ prayer in John 11:41-42, what lesson can we learn? What attitude does it show?

Day 6

Read John 11:45-54, Luke 22:2, Acts 4,16, Matthew 26:3-5.


a.
In John 11:48, what motive do the Pharisees and chief priests and Sanhedrin have for not “leaving Jesus alone”?


b.
The rulers of the Jewish faith decided Jesus should die, for “a good reason.” Do you feel a family should approve the removal of life support from an elderly member who is terminally ill? Give reasons for your answer.
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