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Lesson 15  Commentary  John 12:1 - 50

Lesson 16  Questions        John 13:1 - 38

JESUS' LAST VISIT TO JERUSALEM

John 12:1-50

I. INTRODUCTION


Jesus now returns from Ephraim in the desert region, where He went to prevent being killed before His “hour.” His disciples were with Him.


Six days before Passover, He sets out from Jerusalem and stops at Bethany, about four miles east of the holy city. In this chapter are two events in which Jesus is shown love and welcome, which gladdens our hearts for Him and strengthened Him for His “hour.”

II. LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE (John 12:1-19)


A. A Banquet at Bethany (John 12:1-11, Mark 14:3-9)



1. Mark’s Gospel tells us that Simon, a leper, gave a dinner for Jesus. The raising of Lazarus probably occasioned this invitation. Perhaps Simon the leper was one that Jesus had cured; lepers were not supposed to be in contact with others in that time.



2. Martha and Lazarus (John 12:1-2, Luke 10:38-42). Martha served at the table at the banquet. We remember that Martha in Luke’s Gospel was busy serving Jesus at her house in one of Jesus’ visits. This is the way she showed her love for Jesus. She easily fell into an excess of preparation, but she served by her hands with generosity. Many Christians are also called in God’s plan to service of others, and to a valuable service to society. If you are one, live your call with joy, and at the same time learn to keep Jesus’ teaching in Luke.


Lazarus, a center of attraction, the object of the miracle that made crowds come to the little village, sat at the table with the guests. We are told earlier that Jesus loved Lazarus and Martha.



3. Mary, the One Who Loved Jesus Above All Else (John 12:3). It was not usual to anoint a living person, nor was it usual for a woman to let down her hair in public, much less at a dining table. We see the excess of Mary’s love; nothing daunted her. She brought in costly perfume and broke it over Jesus’ feet, filling the whole house with its fragrance. This act has been seen as a symbol of how love of Jesus sheds fragrance and witness through the world. Mary did not count the cost or the opinions of others. She is an example to us. Does our love, our presence, shed fragrance, light to others—the “whole house”?


Further, Mary humbled herself before Jesus. If a person of honor was anointed, such as a priest or a king, it was on the head. But Mary knelt at Jesus’ feet, humbling herself and exalting Him, as a priest. Did she know, in her inspired way, or by having heard the words to the Pharisees, that He was soon to die?



4. Judas, the Treasurer (John 12:4-8)




a. Judas Iscariot protested, mumbling about giving the money to the poor. John, who had seen and followed Jesus as Judas had, here puts two comments into his account. He reveals to his readers that Judas held the purse, the common funds of Jesus’ group, for their needs as they lived with Jesus in His travels. His apostles had left all to follow Jesus, as Peter said to Jesus in Matthew 19:23-30.


This example of Jesus and His apostles’ manner of life is a main source of the Christian development called religious life, with its vow of poverty, living as nearly as possible as Jesus did, and leaving home and property for His service. This is a personal call from Jesus, as His apostles had, as we have seen. If Jesus should call a son or daughter of yours, be proud of it; some parents hinder it.


Judas had answered it, but had begun to lose its spirit; he had misused his treasurer’s job and was using the funds for himself. Today, we see in affluent America this kind of misuse of funds by many prominent people. The lure of money, says a scripture somewhere, “is the root of all evil.” There are those who misuse public money deprive others of it, those entitled to it. But “truth will out,” and our newspapers report this frequently, with bitter results for those guilty. Judas goes on to a far worse fall, as we shall see. Sin grows in us.




b. Jesus defended Mary with a telling remark that she used her ointment to prepare Him for burial. The contrast here of Mary, in her act of beautiful recognition and love of Jesus, with Judas, the man who was to stoop so low as to betray and sell his Master, is another evidence of the writer’s skill in this Gospel. Mary’s act was one of an impulse to do something fine and generous; Judas’ act was pre-meditated. Sometimes we put off our good impulses and never do them; we give thought to unworthy ones.




c. A last remark of Jesus is that society will always have its poor, and generous acts will always be open to us. But Mary was aware that Jesus Himself, who she believed to be the Messiah and her Lord, was to die soon, and that she may not be allowed to be there.


B. Crowds Come to Bethany (John 12:9-11). The news of Lazarus’ resurrection at the word of Jesus traveled rapidly, and crowds of Jews arrived at Bethany to see him, and also to find Jesus. Many of these came to believe in Jesus because of this great proof of His power over life and death.


But this only angered the chief priests all the more; and now they began to plan to kill Lazarus too. This is another lesson for us—how jealousy and hatred, fear of losing our position, can cause us to seriously sin. For the Sadducees, who were all priests, there was a political and a theological problem. They were aristocracy and worked closely with the Romans, to ensure their own wealth and position. They also did not believe in the resurrection, a theological position, which the raising of Lazarus threatened. So they planned to get rid of the evidence: Lazarus.

III. ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM (John 12:12-19)

A. Crowds Welcome a King. Passover was a compulsory festival for all Jews. They came from the ends of the earth, at least for one Passover in their lives. So there was a crowd in Jerusalem in addition to the crowd in Bethany that returned to Jerusalem for the Passover. The tumultuous welcome they gave Jesus sent the Jews who were His enemies into despair; they felt they could do nothing to stop the number going over to Jesus.


B. Their Greeting to Jesus. Bringing palm branches was a sign of honor and of triumph at that time. As they waved them, the people shouted “Hosanna,” an Old Testament greeting; originally meaning “grant salvation.” The Church uses it in the first prayer in the Eucharistic Sacrifice—the Preface. We sing, “Hosanna in the highest,” meaning praise: “Hail!” The angels hail Christ (Revelations 4:8) with this word. We begin this prayer with “Holy, holy, holy” in honor of the three Persons in God. Always in the Liturgy you will find Scripture, and always teachings of the Faith such as this. Twice John quotes that from the crowds came the word “king” for Jesus, and he quotes the prophet Zechariah (Zechariah 9:9) that the king to come would arrive, not with a great and awe-inspiring splendor, but on a donkey’s colt. Commentators see this as an expression of the gentle, approachable Jesus as King of Israel; others say that in the days of Zachariah only kings and rules rode, others walked.


John’s presentation of these three developments: the resurrection of Lazarus, the anointing at Bethany, and the triumph of the entry into Jerusalem shows that he looks on these events as symbols of Christ’s death, of His disappearance for three days in the tomb, and of His final triumph in resurrection to new life.

IV. THE HOURS OF JESUS (John 12:20-36)


A. Greeks’ Interest in Jesus (John 12:20-22). Some Greeks, evidently converts to the Jewish faith, in Jerusalem for the Passover, wanted to meet Jesus, an indication that the expectation of a Messiah had come to the Greek world, through the Jewish faith. It is interesting also that they approached Philip, who told Andrew. John had told us that these were two of the first four Apostles, the others being John and Andrew’s brother, Peter (John 1:35-43). John quotes Philip’s request of Jesus to show them the Father (John 14:8-21).


B. Jesus and His Hour of Glory (John 12:23-36)


1. In an amazing paradox, Jesus calls His “hour,” meaning His coming death, a glorification. The coming of the Greeks to meet Him pointed to the worldwide effects of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It is an entirely new era in salvation history. His mission to the Jews is over.


The grain of wheat having to die and be buried in the ground is one of the most descriptive and memorable descriptions by Jesus—one grain can produce multiple grains, but only if it dies, it’s covering left there, while its inner life lives and produces. Isn’t this also an image of how our spiritual life comes alive and grows when we “die” to emphasis on our bodily and natural life? So it was with Jesus—His death had to occur before His resurrection—the first human being to have that glory. He died as a “Son of Man” and rose as one to whom “all power is given in heaven and earth.” Do you allow the “death” of a natural value, for a spiritual harvest?



2. Jesus promises that anyone who follows Him will be where He is; and the Father will honor him. But His human soul became troubled at the thought of His death and burial. He even thinks of asking the Father to save Him; then immediately adds that He came to this hour for this, and prayed, "Father, glorify your name." We see His self-forgetfulness. All of a sudden, both He and the crowd hear the Father speak. “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.” Some thought it was thundering; others that an angel spoke, but Jesus told them it was for their sake that the voice came; that judgment was coming on this world, and that—wonderful words—the world’s ruler will be cast out; the power of evil will be broken, the power of the Devil over mankind. In the name of Jesus, evil has been overcome again and again—the power of disease, of sin, of death—and His followers will ultimately also rise to a new life.


The Father’s voice, God’s voice, had been heard by Moses, by the child Samuel, (1 Samuel 3:1-14), by Elijah. But the Jews showed only confusion and disbelief, remaining in darkness, while Jesus’ followers have the light and will walk in the light of Christ. This is symbolized in our baptism by the lighted candle given to us. After this scene Jesus went into hiding again.


C. John’s Evaluation of Jesus (John 12:37-50, Isaiah 53:1-2)



1. First, John quotes two passages of Isaiah. The Evangelists and the Apostles had heard Jesus tell the unbelieving Jews that the Scriptures spoke of Him. In Isaiah 53:1-2 the prophet asks if anyone was hearing what he said; if anyone was recognizing the power of God when it is revealed to him. Then, in Isaiah 6:9-10, “He has blinded their eyes and numbed their hearts, lest they see or understand, or have a change of heart and I should heal them.” Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Paul, the letter to the Romans, quote this text. It seems terrible for God to shut someone’s ears and harden his heart. We find it hard to believe that, knowing who God is. But both Isaiah and Jesus are speaking here from a broken heart. They faced total rejection, after all their efforts to save their listeners. Paul in his explanation (Romans 11:7-12) says that God used the unbelief that Jesus faced for the conversion of the Gentiles. If there had been total acceptance, Jesus’ salvation might have stayed only with the Jews. But, since these unbelieving Jews also began to persecute the Apostles, they then went over the known world, winning it to Christ. These were our forefathers. God can always, in His Wisdom and power, bring good out of evil. In the next verse (41) John reveals a fact about Isaiah: he had seen Jesus’ glory, and was speaking of Him!



2. Next, in John 12:42-43, we hear that nevertheless, many even in the Sanhedrin believed in Jesus but feared to be ejected from the synagogue, and kept silence about their belief. “They preferred the praise of men to the glory of God.” Do we?



3. The last section of this chapter (John 12:44-50) is a summary of Jesus’ dialog with the Jewish leaders. John repeats Jesus’ firm assertions that belief, faith, in Him is really faith in the Father who sent Him. For these, light has dawned, and darkness has gone. But “hearing the words of Jesus and not keeping them,” does not bring condemnation by Jesus, for He did not come to condemn the world but to save it. The condemnation on the last day will come by our own actions—not accepting His words. “Whoever looks at me is seeing him who sent me” (John 12:45). Here is God, walking the earth, teaching and healing. Do we realize what God was willing to do for us? To walk here, to be one of us, to be mistreated and made to suffer?

APPLICATION


John’s summary gives us a very important message in these last few chapters. Do we know Jesus, pondering His words? Do we turn to the Gospels, to the New Testament in order to know Him personally, to let His truths touch our minds and hearts? We live in a rare time in Christian history: we all read, we can all own Bibles. In earliest Christian times there were those who could not read—some heard only the Apostles’ preaching—never saw a Bible. I often think, how can it be said that the Bible “is the only rule of faith”?


In the days of the barbarian invasions of pagans into the educated Roman empire, the Church, through the Benedictine monks and nuns, educated those children brought to them by their parents; they saved the hand copied Bibles, a long, long work, then guarded the precious copy from vandals and thieves. For the uneducated, public worship always had readings aloud from both Old and New Testaments, in the language of those days—Latin, the Roman Empire’s language which all then spoke. The whole world today, through the decision of the Vatican Council II of bishops, has this Latin of those days translated into native languages, but only with the approval of the authorities who see that the translation is faithful to the original. Missionaries are still going to pagans with the words of Jesus, in their own languages.


For you, students of this Bible Study, the words of Jesus and the living of it, are realities. You will gain a rich harvest.

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 16

John 13:1-38

Day 1 
Read the notes and the cross references in the text. Mark or underline a sentence or two that stood out for you. Ask yourself why and share with the group.

Day 2

Read John 13:1-11, Matthew 26:17-45, Mark 14:12-31, and Luke 22:7-46.


a.
Contrast verse 3 with verse 5.


b.
What would a comparable scene be in the modern environment?


c.
Read 1 Samuel 25:41. What attitude does Abigail show? Compare with Jesus here.

Day 3

Read John 13:12-20, 1 Peter 2:18-21, Matthew 23:8-10, Luke 22:27.


a.
What is Jesus teaching the Apostles and us in this action?


b.
Read Psalm 41. Which verse in the psalm applies to John 13:18?


c.
Read Exodus 3:13-14, then John 13:19. What is Jesus claiming in verse 19? How does it contrast with Jesus’ action in verses 4-5?


d.
What action in your life could be modeled on Jesus here?

Day 4

Read John 13:21-30, Matthew 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21, Luke 22:21-23.


a.
What is revealed about the apostle Judas in these lines?


b.
How do you think these sins developed?


c.
How can this example be of use to us?

Day 5

Read John 13:31-35 and Leviticus 19:18. What is the difference in them? Read 1 Thessalonians 4:9.


a.
What is the model that Jesus gave to His followers, then to us for our love?


b.
Give an example of that kind of love that you know or have read of.

Day 6

Read John 13:36-38, Mark 14:27-31, Luke 22:33-34, Matthew 26:33-35.


a.
Contrast the faults and the later actions of Judas and Peter.


b.
What effect does this lesson have on you?
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