Series III
Lesson 22

Page 


[image: image1.jpg]IXPETER 3:18
GROW 1N GRACE AND
IN THE KNOWLEDGE

OF OUR

Lorp AND SAvVioR

Jesus CHRIST

To HiM B8 GLORY ROTH
NOW AND EVERMORE

AMEN



CATHOLIC SCRIPTURE STUDY

Catholic Scripture Study Notes written by Sister Marie Therese, are provided for the personal use of students during their active participation and must not be loaned or given to others.

SERIES III
[image: image2.png]


THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

Lesson 22  Commentary  John 19:1 - 42

Lesson 23  Questions        John 20:1 - 31

John 19:1-42

I. INTRODUCTION


A. The Passion Narratives in John. The general line of structure of Chapter 18 which we discussed last session, and Chapter 19, our topic for this lesson, is inseparable. The Johannine Passion Narratives are constructed of three separate principal divisions. Each one is approximately the same length, containing respectively 27, 29 and 26 verses. The first natural division (John 18:1-27), we treated in the previous notes. It consists of the arrest of Jesus and of His interrogation by the Jewish authorities. The second division (John 18:28 to 19:16a) we covered much of already—the trial of Jesus by Pilate. The third and final division (John 19:16b-42) consists of the episodes surrounding the crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus. Unfortunately, these natural divisions were ignored when the book was separated into chapters and verses by some early scholar or copyist (probably a Benedictine monk, since they spent their lives studying and copying Scripture).


B. Jewish Leaders Condemn Jesus.



1. The Real Reasons. John, as we have seen, unveiled, in Chapters 6-12 especially, the reasons for the Jewish authorities to reject Jesus. Perhaps the underlying reason was jealousy and fear of being supplanted by an “upstart.” To them, Jesus was a blasphemer. His claim to be the Son of God: with “My Father,” “The Father and I are one” as John tells us, was a religious question of major proportions. They also saw Him as a false prophet and totally unlike what their Messiah should be. They wanted Him crucified, but they could not tell these reasons to the Roman Governor.



2. Charges Before Pilate. They brought four charges about Jesus to Pilate. John tells us that the first was: “a criminal.” Luke adds, “misleading our people, opposing the payment of taxes to Caesar, and maintaining that he is the Messiah, a king” (Luke 23:2). It is the last that Pilate picks up. When we left off Pilate had just completed his first session with Jesus. He had become convinced that Jesus was no political threat to his Roman government. But he did not realize that the history of Israel since Moses had never been purely political. This nation was God’s special, his Chosen People.



3. Later Jewish References to Jesus. The Babylonian Talmud records that Jesus was executed for practicing sorcery and enticing Israel to apostasy. In short, He was considered a false prophet—a death sentence (Deuteronomy 13:5-6) by stoning.



4. Jesus and the Temple: Religious-political Claim? The Synoptics place the Cleansing of the Temple in Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem. John in his chapter 2. This angered the Jewish leaders so much that they decided to kill Jesus. Knowing this Jesus said: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19). At the trial by the Jewish leaders, they brought forward a false witness who changed Jesus’ words to “I will destroy this temple made by human hands and in three days I will construct another not made by human hands” (Mark 14:58-65).


Some scholars see this cleansing of the temple, along with the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem a few days before, hailed as king, as a Messianic coup d’état, a coordinated effort to take control of the temple and Jerusalem, the holy city; an attempt that failed. These scholars see His words and actions, and His followers’ as fitting both His religious and political posture.


Other scholars do not accept this and point to Jesus’ refusal to be made a king in John 6:14-15.

II. TRIAL BEFORE PILATE (John 19:1-11)


A. A Second Time Before Pilate (Matthew 27:15-26). Pilate ignored the other charges of the Jews and questioned Jesus only about being a king. This would be a political threat, but after the first questioning Pilate is convinced that Jesus is innocent; there was nothing militant about Jesus. Pilate returns to the Jews and again states: “I find no cause in him.”


B. The Scourging (John 19:1). After trying to pardon Barabbas, a revolutionary and a troublemaker (one who is all that the Jews claimed of Jesus), and having declared Jesus not guilty, the sudden statement, “Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged,” is amazing. Jesus is not guilty and yet he is given the terrible preparation for crucifixion. So Jesus is reduced to a bloody and battered figure. Pilate was making Jesus an example of just how brutal the Romans can be. He is presented to the Jews with His skin ripped in hundreds of locations from the merciless scourging.


C. Roman Punishment. The Romans had three levels of punishment:


1.
The mildest was beating with flexible sticks.


2.
Next, the subject is flogged with leather whips, some knotted at the contact end.


3.
The worse punishment was scourging. This consisted of whipping the entire body with leather straps with an irregular shaped chunk of metal tied on the end. When this metal struck the victim’s body it dug out chunks of skin and muscle. It was this that Pilate ordered for Jesus.


D. The Week’s Cruel Reversal. At the beginning of His week Jesus’ path was softened by palm branches, by clothing placed as a carpet for His feet and by crowds acclaiming Him as king, with a psalm and two quotes from a prophet (Psalm 118:26-27, Zechariah 9:9, and Isaiah 62:11).


Now His head is torn by thorns; His body is bleeding and throbbing. Soldiers had mocked Him, made Him a thorny crown, dressed Him in a royal purple cloak, bent the knee before Him, and ridiculed Him in ways they invented. Pilate has Him brought to the balcony for all to see, and He hears only cries for His death. What a difference a week makes! Jesus had entered Jerusalem amid cries of His kingship. He was killed under the same claim.


Are we able to receive praise or blame with a peaceful heart? Can we identify with Jesus and accept injustice when it comes, for the same reason as He did? A sacrificial offering for others’ salvation?

III. CONVICTION AND DEATH (John 19:12-24)


A. Pilate’s first attempt to be free of this matter had failed. So he tries a different method. He gives permission for the “Jews” to crucify Jesus. He knew, as did the Jews, that their authority did not extend to death. In this way Pilate hoped that he could defuse the situation. Again he said, “I find no cause in him.” It seems Pilate is now frustrated and somewhat afraid. He does the natural thing as we would do in such a frustrating situation. He turns to Jesus, almost blaming Him, “Where are you from, anyway?” How can one man cause such trouble!


B. The Sacrificial Lamb. In the Ritual of Sacrifices in the book of Leviticus, the Lord told Moses: “ . . . the holocaust offering must be a male without blemish.” “They were to slaughter it, offer up its blood, burn the whole offering on the altar as a sweet-smelling oblation to the Lord” (Leviticus 1:3, 5, 9b). The sacrificial lamb and the Passover lamb were pre-figures of Jesus in the Old Testament (Exodus 12:5-10).


Pilate finally gives in to the Jewish leaders and their blackmail, and Jesus is handed over. The sacrificial Lamb is going to the slaughter. We are now discussing the real Lamb of God, sacrificed by the Father and the Son out of love and hope for sinners return to them; this Lamb is sacrificed on a hilltop in a blood manner. At the Last Supper Jesus changed bread and wine into His Body and Blood, and offered it to the Father and to us in an unbloody manner (Luke 22:19-20).


The Church continues this in the same manner, the New Testament’s perfect Sacrifice of the Eucharist (Mass). In this Eucharistic sacrifice offered to God alone, the Church obeys Jesus: “Do this in memory of me.” See Mark 14:22-24, Matthew 26:26-28, and 1 Corinthians 11:23-27.


During the Mass, in the Gloria, we sing “Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us . . . “ Before receiving Holy Communion, we say three times, “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the word, have mercy on us ...” John the Baptist was the first to apply this Old Testament word to Jesus, when he pointed to Jesus coming down the road: “Look! There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”


C. Crucifixion (John 19:17-24)



1. The Cross. It is interesting to note that the cross Jesus carried, as usually used by the Romans, was about nine feet tall; when assembled it was in the shape of the capital letter T. The person being crucified was required to carry only the crosspiece or the transverse beam. It is carried to a permanently mounted vertical stand. The victim is then attached by ropes or nails to the transverse beam by his hands. The beam is fitted on to the vertical stand and the victim’s feet are attached to it, a most distressing method of death. Josephus calls crucifixion “the most wretched of deaths.” Cicero calls it “a most cruel and terrible penalty.” It is this that Jesus and the Father planned for the redemption of all in our race.


On the left end of the beam the charges against the person, in printed form, were hung. This was to identify the killing as official, authorized, and a warning to those tempted to commit a similar crime. “Pilate wrote out a notice, ‘King of the Jews’ in three languages and ordered it fixed on the cross of Jesus” (John 19:19). Could this hold some significant theological insight?


It was the custom for the soldiers to keep the victim’s personal property as part of their pay. The single piece tunic causes them some discussion. In the Polish tradition it is believed that this one-piece tunic was made for Jesus by Mary when he was a youth and that it became larger as Jesus grew in size!



2. At the Foot of the Cross (John 19:25-27). At the beginning of Jesus’ public life, John showed us a scene that he witnessed, a wedding in which the Mother of Jesus and Jesus and His first apostles attended. There Mary called forth from Jesus the first miracle and inaugurated His public life. Though He told His mother “My hour has not yet come,” her intercession brought the unexpected miracle, as though Jesus could not refuse her. Because of it, the apostles, the first church to follow Jesus, believed in Him. Mary was, as it were, the mother of their faith, and a loving caring intercessor with God through Jesus.


Here again Mary and John, who is the only Apostle to stand at Jesus’ cross and death, are present. It is Jesus this time who brings a new change in Mary’s life, and in John’s. He arranges for Mary to have a son’s love and care in her childless widowhood (Would Jesus have done that if Mary had other children?). Thus He gives her to the young church as mother in the person of John, who alone tells us the story of Cana and of the foot of the cross. Why did Jesus call her “Woman”? To teach us another truth: She is the new Eve, created sinless, the woman who is the “mother of all the living” the members of the Church. The document of Vatican II on the Church, has a chapter with five distinct sections on Mary as the preeminent member who is the Church’s model. “Taught by the Holy Spirit, the Catholic Church honors her with filial affection and piety as a most beloved mother” (Lumen Gentium “Light of the Nations” VIII, 1, 53, 262).


Even if, as some Biblical theologians point out, the story is presented here as a pre-figuring, a symbolic effort to present the faith of the evangelists and of the first Christians—the faith of the church is the reality of Jesus as an only son of His mother. If not actually a happening, it certainly could be and always will be believed as a reality expected of such a mother of such a Son.



3. Death of Jesus (John 19:28-37, Psalm 22:15 and 69:22, Isaiah 53 [an amazing description of the crucifixion!]). Scholars consider it significant that Jesus’ legs were not broken. Jewish law did not permit the legs of the sacrificial lamb to be broken. The issue of the blood and water has no medical explanation. There is a deep symbolic meaning: the blood represents the sacrament of the Eucharist, the renewed sacrificial death of Jesus, coming from His heart; the water represents the water of baptism giving supernatural life to all through Jesus. The self-offering of Jesus fulfills all the old legal rites of purification and sacrifice. The celebration of this mystery, the Passover of Jesus at the three days of Eastertide, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of Holy Week, are the greatest feasts of the Church Year, culminating in the glory of Jesus in His resurrection. Are you there for the great feast?


Another reminder of the Sacrifice that occurs in the Mass is the symbolic mingling of the water with the wine of the altar. It recalls and symbolizes the outpouring of Jesus’ blood and miraculous flow of water as He died. Thus, the life of Jesus after the resurrection continues to flow into the life of the Church through the Paschal Mystery.



4. Jesus’ Burial (John 19:38-42). All four writers write of the burial. It is important testimony for the real fact of Jesus’ death. Some skeptics would have us believe that as God, Jesus could not have died. Others try to claim that His body did not rise from the dead; but the empty tomb situation is an insoluble problem for them.


Jesus was betrayed in a garden and buried in a garden. John is teaching us that what was lost in the garden of Eden by sin and disobedience is now recovered in a garden by obedience to death. Heaven is regained, innocence is saved and renewed!

APPLICATION


In Jesus’ trial before the Sanhedrin, the issue of His cleansing of the temple was brought up. Would Jesus want to cleanse our temple (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)? Look into your life, your heart to see what Jesus finds there that is not fitting to you as a temple of God, to the indwelling of the three Persons of God. Only deadly sin, as St. John calls it (1 John 5:16-17) would drive God out, but perhaps we fill our hearts with what Jesus would like to drive out, lesser sins, faults.


In Ephesians 2:19-22 St. Paul speaks of the whole Church as a temple dedicated to God in Christ. We need to question ourselves on the effect we have on the Church: what kind of spiritual benefit, or growth, or damage, do I as a member add to this Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27)?


If you are one who prays the rosary daily, the accounts of the trials, sufferings, and death of Jesus includes much that we can ponder to teach us and give example to us. Consider, for example, the emotional pains, e.g. the desertion of the apostles, the humiliations of the events at Herod’s court, before the crowd listening to Pilate. Consider the reasons Jesus had for allowing this to happen to Him. Think of your own reactions to such incidents in your life, and the difference between your spirit and Jesus’ way. Again, place yourself in the event Jesus lived through, and go through it instead of Him, noticing the feeling it raises in you. Decide how to change it.


These reflections as you say the rosary, can affect your life, and the rosary becomes a meditation that changes you rather than just a recitation of the words.

“We must run with resolution the race for which we are entered, our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom faith depends from start to finish: Jesus who, for the sake of the joy that lay ahead of Him, endured the cross, making light of its disgrace, and has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Think of Him who submitted to such opposition from sinners: that will help you not to lose heart and grow faint. In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood” (Hebrews 12:1-4).

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 23

John 20:1-31

Day 1

Read the Notes. List three things found there or in the Scripture references that you tried to live this week.

Day 2

Read John 20:1-10, Matthew 28:1-8, and Acts 20:7.


a.
What evidence do you find, of a change that Christians made in their day?


b.
What two things did Mary do in verse 1 and 2 of John that we should also do if we have lost Jesus?

Day 3

Read John 20:11-18 and Mark 16:1-13.


a.
What is a major difference in the two accounts?


b.
Read Ephesians 4:10 and Hebrews 4:14. Which verse in John reveals the same thing?

Day 4

Read John 20:19-21, 1 Corinthians 15:3-8, Matthew 28:16-20, and Luke 24:36-44.


a.
What added information about the resurrection does Paul give?


b.
Read John 20:22-23 and Matthew 16:18-19. What doctrine of our faith stems from these tests.


c.
Has the sacrament established here been a help to you? How could it be?

Day 5

Read John 20:24-31.


a.
Which one: John, Peter, or Thomas have you been at times?


b.
Which one should be our model and why?

Day 6

Reread from beginning to end John 20.


a.
What is helpful to you in these resurrection accounts?


b.
What are you going to do about it?
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