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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

Lesson 24  Commentary  John 21:1 - 25

Lesson 25  Questions        I, II, III John

THE RESURRECTED CHRIST IN GALILEE

John 21:1-25

I. INTRODUCTION


This Galilee appearance story fits in two ways with John’s other works: it is full of Johannine literary and doctrinal material as in the rest of his Gospel, and it is in agreement with Mark’s and Matthew’s Gospel accounts of Resurrection scenes in Galilee.


Some of these Johannine links are: in verse 2, the name Simon Peter which also occurred in John 1; the same with Thomas—always with “the twin” added; the night-day contrast; the Beloved Disciple who is a friend of Peter’s and the one who recognizes Jesus first in this Gospel. Scholars all accept that this is a supplement to the Gospel, but that it originated in John as an eyewitness’ testimony and that it is authentic, inspired scripture. It is found in every ancient manuscript of the Gospel that we have. As an addition, it is a welcome one.

II. THE RESURRECTION APPEARANCE IN GALILEE (John 21:1-23, Luke 5:1-11)


A. The Fisherman



1. Fishing Without Jesus (John 21:1-3, Mark 1:16-20). Seven apostles were together by the Sea of Tiberias, known also as the Lake of Gennesaret, or the Lake of Galilee. Simon Peter and his brother Andrew lived on this lake shore in the vicinity of Bethsaida and Capernaum. Nathaneal, Thomas and Zebedee’s sons were also Galileans and are in this scene. In verse 3 Simon Peter spoke up, “I am going out to fish.” All replied, “We are joining you.” So here is the leader of the Apostles, chosen by Jesus (Matthew 16:13-19) as the head of the Church, symbolically going out to bring followers of Jesus into his net with the other Apostles following him.


But they caught nothing all through the night. Darkness is so often emphasized by John as the absence of Jesus. They had not the Lord on board; they lacked His assistance. Is this why our work, our ventures, lack the results we hope for? Do you begin your works in God’s name, but without calling God into your plans? Our work then, can be in darkness, producing nothing . . . But when the light of morning comes, we share the light and power of God. Suddenly Jesus is on the shore.



2. Fishing with Jesus (John 21:4-8, Luke 24:36-43). Jesus calls to them, but is unrecognized. But they admit to Him that they had caught nothing; then He gives directions. Though experienced fishermen, which they make plain to Him, they humbly follow His suggestion. But John has recognized Jesus. As at the tomb he does not act; he waits to tell Peter, who whole-heartedly jumps in the water to get to Jesus. The recognition of their own lack of success, and their act of humility in accepting a stranger’s suggestion was the result Jesus wanted.


In a sort of premier of the future, the catch was so full of fish that again it was Peter the leader who led; he went aboard and hauled ashore the net with 153 large fish. But the great number of fish and the fact that the net did not tear, is one more clue to the work of Jesus from now on. The untorn net is also a sign of the unity Jesus wants for His Church. The Church can contain any number and kinds of all of us. One more sign is contained in this miraculous catch. The abundant number recalls the great quantity of wine at Cana (John 2:6-10), the multiplication of loaves (John 6:11), and the living water (John 4:14).



3. The Meal with Jesus (John 21:9-14, Luke 24:42)




a. The Food. Jesus provided a meal with His divine powers. It is the Spirit and the power of Jesus that nourishes and strengthens us and the Church. Yet, Jesus tells the apostle-fishermen to contribute some of what they have caught. Though nourished by God, the Church is always in need of our contributions. “Bring some of the fish you caught.” This is a symbol of Apostolic mission.


Bread was also provided by Jesus, and He “took the bread, and gave it to them” (John 21:13), which has Eucharistic overtones. He did the same with the fish. Here Jesus plays His servant role. “I am among you as one who serves” (Luke 22:27). John has already shown the example Jesus gave at the washing of the feet, and His instructions to the apostles.




b. Servanthood in the Church. Not always has the Church shown the spirit of servanthood. It is easy to mistake leadership with power and with wealth. Many trappings of the High Middle Ages and the Renaissance were eliminated in the powerful documents of Vatican II. Bishops and clergy have tried to simplify their lives more with the spirit of servanthood: living in simple quarters (as the Bishop of Dallas does), driving their own cars, etc. The official title of the successor to Peter the Pope, as the bishop of Rome where Peter was martyred, is “Servant of the Servants of God.” We should pray for our Church leaders.


B. Peter the Shepherd (John 21:15-19, Matthew 26:31-35). We have seen Peter as leader in the catch of fish and the meal episodes. When the meal ended, all are sitting quietly, when Jesus addresses Peter quite formally with a question that will counteract the three-fold denial of Peter on the night of Jesus’ arrest. “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” Peter did not claim the “more” but quietly replied, “Yes Lord, you know that I love you.” At the Last Supper he had assured Jesus of his loyalty no matter what the rest would do and then he had fled when Jesus was arrested, but secretly followed to the courtyard of the high priest. There he denied three times that he even knew Jesus. There is an old tradition that Peter afterwards shed such tears of sorrow that his cheeks became furrowed. Mercifully, at this reunion meal, Jesus gives him the opportunity to cancel his denial. Peter is humble this time. When we fail we learn how fallible we are; we learn a virtue that God appreciates in His creatures: we learn by experience, and we learn that we are weak and subject to sin.


Jesus repeated three times the same question and received the same answer. Each time Jesus gave another commission with a different role to Peter, the fisherman, the “rock upon which I’ll build my Church.” Peter is now called a shepherd. Let us look at the three commands that Jesus gave Peter. How are they different?




1. “Feed my lambs.” Who are these lambs? They are those who are brought to Jesus only through the apostles—they will need to learn about being a follower of Jesus; they are the first converts, the learners (in Greek, “Catechumens”).




2. “Tend my sheep” (Acts 20:28). When these lambs are part of the flock, they will be “tended.” Peter will lead them as they go, he will care for any wounded, save them from danger, from attack or wild animals, from being stolen or lost. Peter is now more than the fisherman; he takes the place of the good Shepherd of all the flocks.




3. “Feed my sheep.” When the whole Church is spread over the world, the role of Peter and his successors, the popes, is to be the head of the Church, the Chief Shepherd. The pope is the leader of the leaders, as he was of the other apostles. Like Moses’ transfer to Joshua, in God’s plan, Peter’s has become the bishop of Rome, appointed as head by Jesus.


C. Peter’s Later Work. Peter began his role on Pentecost Sunday. Filled with the Spirit of power and grace, he unlocked the doors of the Upper Room, and stepped out on the balcony. The crowd that had rushed to see the building shaking in a great wind, now heard the apostles speaking in their own languages. Peter gave a masterful teaching on Jesus and who He is. He began with the prophecy of Joel, so well known to the Jewish believers; he brought that day throngs of new believers—lambs of a new flock. Three sermons of Peter in Jerusalem are recorded in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:17-28, 4:8-12). Peter baptized the first Gentile (non-Jew); Peter’s name was written first in all four gospels naming of the apostles; he led the Christians out of Jerusalem in the persecution that came to them in Jerusalem; then he preached all over the Judean and Galilean country. He finally went to the capital of the Roman Empire, as the leader of all the apostles and the Church. Jesus’ words to him at the end of this new commissioning were fulfilled in Rome. “When you grow old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else . . . will lead you where you do not want to go” (John 21:18-19). Peter was crucified in Rome. At his request, tradition says, he was put on the cross with his head down, because he was not worthy to die like Christ. The bishop of Rome has always been the head of the Church—the Italian word for father of a family: “Papa” Pope to us. Peter’s role is the source of Church unity as set up by Jesus (Matthew 16:15-19).


D. The Beloved Disciple (John 21:20-23, Matthew 4:21-22, Luke 10:10-11, John 19:26)



1. The Author of the Gospel of John. There are three Johns in the New Testament who might have been the author:




a. John and his brother James, sons of Zebedee, were called to be apostles at the same time as Peter. Some early Fathers of the Church believed that this Apostle John wrote the Gospel of John. This is the traditional belief.




b. Others point out that a “disciple whom Jesus loved,” is mentioned only in St. John’s Gospel several times. Since this disciple is not named in the Gospel and is not mentioned in the Synoptics, it could be the writer, out of humility, not naming himself. The identification as disciple leads away from John the Apostle, however, but this too could be John the Apostle writing of himself humbly . . .




c. John “the Presbyter” (Greek of the Hebrew meaning “Elder” an official of Judaism) identifies himself in the second and third letter of John. He was a member of the Ephesian community, traditionally the residence of John the Apostle and Jesus’ mother Mary, entrusted to John, both of whom were at the foot of the cross. This is told only in John’s Gospel.



2. The Book of Revelation. This also was written by a John (Revelation 1:1-9). He saw in a vision “seven golden lamp stands and among them stood one like a son of man in a white robe and a golden sash.” This vision said to John: “I am the one who lives. Once I was dead but now I am alive for ever and ever, and I hold the keys to death” (Revelation 1:18). This vision was “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, who has made us into a kingdom, priests for his God and Father . . . Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him” (Revelation 1:5-7).


In this last book of the bible, we find Jesus our judge through the eyes of John. Then Jesus will only show us our lives, for we make our future eternity here on earth. Being so blessed with faith, with all the revelation in the Church and in Scripture, let us live it each day, put God and our faith first in our lives, that we might be full of joy on that day. Ask yourself, “What is really first in my life?”

III. CONCLUSION (John 21:24-25)


Belief that the writer was an eyewitness to what he gives us in this Gospel, is obvious in much of the account. He calls himself at this ending a disciple who testifies to these things and has written them (John 21:24). Then we find an unusual new twist: “We know that his testimony is true.” This is the source, this “we,” of scholars’ belief that members of the community of John have been involved in collecting his writings, and we have also their certainty of the authenticity of the Gospel. The last sentence tells us of the “many things that Jesus did that are not in this book.” The writer seems overwhelmed by all the evidence he could have given of Jesus, but “there would not be enough room for the books in the entire world.”


Jesus emerges from this Gospel and the other three as the most magnificent figure in the human race. Millions, since the day these lines were inspired by God, have read of, pondered over, and lived, these Gospel words. They have touched more lives than any other book or any other person. Let us be affected by them fully.

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 25

I, II, III John

Day 1

Read the Notes.


a.
Share a passage that means the most to you.


b.
Read from 1 John 1:1-7, Luke 24:39, and Acts 4:19-20. What does it mean for you to “walk in the light”?

Day 2


a.
Read 1 John 1:5-10. How does John distinguish “false teachers” from true?


b.
Read 1 Timothy 6:14-16 and Daniel 2:22. How do they support the verses of John?


c.
Read 1 John 2:1-17, Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25. Share the verses that are strong teaching for you. Explain in what way.


d.
Are the words to the young of that community applicable to our youth? Why or why not?


e.
Read 1 John 2:18-19. What difficulty in John’s Christian community is he correcting?

Day 3


a.
Read 1 John 3:1-24, Philippians 3:21, Matthew 7:18. Give the marks of God’s children that John is emphasizing in this section.


b.
Share a passage from this section that is meaningful to you.


c.
What action of a Christian is a failure of loving God in 1 John 3:17 and in James 2:15-17?

Day 4

Read 1 John 4:1-21, 1 Corinthians 12:3, and 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.


a.
Look over the Epistle (letter) and give two definitions of God that John gives.


b.
In 1 John 4:1-6, how can we distinguish the Spirit of truth in a Christian person?


c.
For us, today, how do we show this spirit?


d.
Find some descriptions of Christian love from this chapter.

Day 5

Read 1 John 5:1-21.


a.
What sacraments are meant in 1 John 5:7-8?


b.
How do you understand “deadly sin” in 1 John 5:16-17?


c.
Have you learned to practice the teaching of John in verse 16? Have you seen or heard of such an answer to this kind of prayer?
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