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Lesson 5  Commentary  John 4:1 - 54

Lesson 6  Questions        John 5:1 - 47

A RETURN TO CANA OF GALILEE,

 THROUGH SAMARIA

John 4:1-54

I. INTRODUCTION


Jesus, in Chapter 3, had not “gone public” in Jerusalem. He had secretly seen Nicodemus, been in the Jordan River area, and now realizes the Pharisees’ agitation about His popularity around the Jordan, “baptizing more than John.” His disciples, said John in 4:2, baptized; not Jesus. He leaves for Galilee, going through Samaria, the most direct route to Galilee.


Most good Jews would skirt Samaria out of contempt for these half-Jews, half-pagans, descendants of the few Jews left after the Assyrians overthrew the kingdom of Israel and deported most of the better classes. Those left intermarried with native pagans. By this journey, Jesus teaches us love for and openness to those outside the true faith. This is the lesson in the book of Jonah. Here, He also teaches His love for and search for sinners’ salvation, and His mindfulness of the status in those days of women, especially a sinful woman. His love seeks all. Do we follow Him? Chapter four shows us the good His visit brings. See Acts 8:5-8.


This account is found only in John’s Gospel. The evangelist has already presented us with various aspects of the “newness” that Jesus brings. We have learned of the messianic wine, abundant and exquisite, from Cana--prefiguring the Eucharistic Blood of Jesus. We have seen a rebirth by water and Spirit, taught to Nicodemus.


We noted in Luke’s Gospel how he sets the stage for a new scene, clearing it of the first one and setting up pictorial parts like triptychs. Here it is John’s skill that we notice in the story of the Samaritan Woman. He clears the stage for her by having the disciples going off into the town for food. Then an animated conversation with Jesus follows. The woman then leaves for the town, and the returned disciples receive a most important revelation. Finally, the audience of townspeople that the woman brings, hear Jesus and learn that He is not simply a Jew, but a prophet as the woman had told them, and more, the Messiah, the “Savior of the world,” they exclaim.


Before you go further, find on your map (located at the end of the lesson): Galilee, Nazareth, Samaria, Shechem (Sychar), Cana, Capernaum, and Jerusalem.

II. THE VOICE OF AUTHORITY; JESUS’ TEACHING (John 4:1-42, Luke 17:11-19)


A. Living Water (John 4:1-15, Revelation 22:17b). Tired, hungry, and thirsty, Jesus stops by a well near Shechem while His disciples go into the town to buy food. It is a special well and a special place, for Shechem was Abraham’s stop on his way into the “land I will show you,”--Canaan. The well there Jacob had given to his son Joseph (Genesis 33:19). It became, as we saw when we studied the Pentateuch (the Jews called it the Torah) the northern tribes’ place of worship of Yahweh on a nearby mountain, Moreh, where a great oak tree grew (terebinth), and God appeared to Abraham there. As Jesus sat there, a woman came out to draw water.


In John’s Gospel, water is an important theme. Watch for it occurring as John tries to describe God’s gift to us in His Son, Jesus.


Early in the conversation, Jesus astonished the woman by asking her for a drink of water. He, a man, a Jew, asked a woman, a Samaritan, a favor. Jesus replies, “If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to you...” (John 4:11), He tells her that she would have asked Him for “living water,” which has the ability to quench thirst and to become a fountain of eternal life, a moving contrast between the water of the well from His ancestor Jacob. Jesus, God’s Son by nature, furnishes us with the water of Baptism which brings us the Indwelling of God in our spirits. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit come to remain in us and never leave us alone again unless we turn them out by a “mortal sin” which St. Paul calls “deadly” (Jeremiah 2:13, Proverbs 13:14).


The woman does not understand; she mentions Jacob and questions if Jesus is “greater” than he; she asks how Jesus would get living water. This an example of John’s style in his Gospel. He gives a statement of Jesus that will be misunderstood and he explains it through Jesus’ teaching. Here, Jesus explains that the water He will give will become a fountain of eternal life, an inner spring always welling up for life everlasting (Revelation 22:17). This is “sanctifying grace,” which develops from Baptism on through our cooperation by prayer, contact with Scripture, the sacraments, and good works. At our death, our spiritual development ends and we enjoy its proportion as its reward.


Do we appreciate our Baptism? As infants, “cradle Catholics,” we go into childhood with the ability to discern right from wrong, to make moral decisions, protected by this inner relationship with God. But our relationship with God depends on us, not only by our choosing right over wrong in the sense of moral evil, but also in our developing the virtues from which all others spring: faith, hope, and love for God and neighbor. See Psalm 62 (63 in post-Vatican II Bibles, done to help ecumenism with our Protestant brothers and sisters in Christ).


When the woman asks for this water, Jesus tells her to go call her husband and to come back. This changes the subject, and gives Jesus a chance to “hear her confession”--she admits that she has no husband, and Jesus reveals His knowledge of her past. “You have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband.” It is a startling description of our current situation regarding the sacrament of Matrimony. Important role models abound in our movie stars and our rock stars and our sports idols--people who attract youth and tempt imitation. Even in our faith, for example, a nearby diocese recently had requests for annulment up to 300 times in one year. Many Catholics do not know Jesus’ teaching on divorce, nor the Church’s doctrine on marriage. Society affects us all; we need, as Christians, to go “counter--culture,” and as Catholics, to study our teaching on requirements for a sacramental marriage.


Now it is the woman’s turn to change the subject. She acknowledges that Jesus is a “prophet” and brings up the subject of the division between the Jews and Samaritans, both of whom believed in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jesus’ reply to this brings in another theme constant in His mind.


B. True Worship (John 4:16-30). According to Jesus, at the woman’s claim of Mt. Gerizim as the place to worship, He declares that neither that nor Jerusalem will in future be the place to worship. In fact, both the temple on Mt. Gerizim and the temple in Jerusalem were destroyed by military forces. But, Jesus added, “salvation is from the Jews,” and He Himself, our salvation, stood there before the woman, ready in His words to come to reveal to this sinful Samaritan woman what many Jews never have known or recognized.


Three times in these words on worship Jesus mentions the “Father.” This is a revelation in itself. The Father has a Son. Then Jesus hints clearly that there is a Holy Spirit: “God is spirit.” “Those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.” When we ponder these words, we see the necessity for our minds and hearts, the spiritual nature in us, to be engaged in prayer, in the liturgy of the Eucharist, in the words of God in Scripture. It is our spirits--intellect and will--that will be judged, not our bodies which are simply instruments we use to express ourselves. We need to be attentive in worship. One way to do this at Mass is to come early enough to let settle the outer world and quiet enough to be attentive to God. Another is to attentively read a small portion of the missalette in the pew, to see what the mass liturgy means, what it is intended to do for us.


The “truth” Jesus speaks of, that we must have in worship, may have the meaning of His own sacrifice on Calvary, which He left us in the Eucharistic sacrifice. It may also be that He means the truth He came to bring, that is passed down through the Church, for He later says to His Apostles, “Who hears you, hears me.” And in the temple at Jerusalem He declared, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Another may be that hypocrisy, such as He denounced in the religious leaders of the people, is often presented as true religion. All of this is a caution for us to not be Catholic or Christian in name only, but in the way we live.


The woman’s next response mentions the “Messiah,--that is Christ--, is coming...and when He does, He will explain everything.” In John’s Gospel, the words, “The Christ” are his words, not the woman’s, for they are Greek words. Christ is a word we use instead of the Hebrews’ word for one anointed, such as a prophet, a king, or a priest, in God’s People. At this, Jesus gives her the truth about Himself that is the first revelation, one of the clearest statements in the Gospel, that He is the Messiah so long expected. “That is who I am, I who speak to you.”


This is the end of the beautiful conversation we have read. The woman leaves “the stage” just as John has the disciples coming back; she runs to the town with news of the “Christ.” While these townsfolk, amazingly, listen to her and come back later with her, the disciples and Jesus have a few words about His talking to a Samaritan woman.


C. True Effects of Real Faith (John 4:34-38)



1. The will of God. “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me” (John 4:34). Always this is what Jesus will repeat. He came to do the will of His Father. It nourished Him to do so; He fulfilled Himself, as a man, and as a Son of God. It is our way, too. To live against God’s will is to go against our best self, our own good, for His will is our peace, our intended role in life. Otherwise, we might be “a square peg in a round hole.” (See Romans 8:1-2, 12-13, and 28.)



2. The Law of Love. Just as Jesus did as His Father commanded, we have our greatest benefit in earthly peace and justice (Meaning justification, being right with God and neighbor) in Jesus’ command: “Love one another as I have loved you.” If we can learn to truly love others, not competing with them, being jealous of their success, etc. but even to sacrificing our wills, (as parents do out of their innate love for children) for the good of the neighbor, then peace will reign in families, nations, and our world.



3. Another effect of the faith that Jesus brought, He here seems to be overwhelmed by; that is to bring others to His Father. We call it today, evangelization, or ministry. “Look around you, look at the fields, already they are white, ready for the harvest!” He has just gained a convert; how do we spread the Good News to others? Many of our other Christian friends have a strong grasp of the importance of bringing others to Christ, and the Samaritan woman picks that up right away! Invite others to come with you to Mass, especially fallen-away Catholics, or unchurched people, even other Christians. After all, don’t we believe that we have all truth that came down through the church, including the Scriptures that we have?



4. The Samaritans who came back with the woman, upon hearing Jesus for themselves, begged Him to stay with them and He did for two days. They realize still more about Jesus than the woman had told them. “He is indeed, the Savior of the world.” Perhaps these are the people who probably never saw Him again, whom the Apostles, scattered under the first persecution by the Jews, preached to in Acts 8:1-8 and converted to the Church.

III. JESUS “GOES PUBLIC IN CANA OF GALILEE (John 4:43-54, Matthew 12:38-39)


Jesus goes on into Galilee to the very town where He worked a private miracle, as we saw, and with water from a well! Here it is a public miracle, one of the first recorded: He healed an official’s son from afar, and “The man and his whole household believed.” This and Chapter 6 are John’s only recording of Jesus’ strong ministry in Galilee.

* * * * * * *
QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 6

John 5:1-47

Day 1

Read the Notes.


a.
What two lessons does Jesus teach us by the journey through Samaria?


b.
In what ways could we follow Him today?

Day 2

Read John 5:1-9, Deuteronomy 2:14, and Matthew 9:6.


a.
What prompted Jesus to work this miracle?


b.
If the man was at the Sheep Pool, why do you think Jesus asked him if he wanted to be healed?

Day 3

Read John 5:10-15 and Exodus 20:8-11.


a.
Why did some Jews object to the man’s action?


b.
What does Jesus’ later remark to the man imply?

Day 4

Read John 5:16-25 and Philippians 2:6.


a.
What kind of work of the Father does Jesus mean in John 5:17?


b.
In John 5:18, what are the real reasons for Jesus’ death?


c.
What words of Jesus in John 5:19-25 help you the most?

Day 5

Read John 5:26-30 and Daniel 7:13-14.


a.
Choose the two verses in this passage that seem most important and tell why.


b.
How can this passage affect your future life?

Day 6

Read John 5:31-47, Matthew 11:10-11, Psalms 132:17, and Sirach 48:1 (not in Protestant Bibles).


a.
What does Jesus claim is the strongest testimony to Him? Do you agree?

b. Who will accuse those Jews who reject Jesus?
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