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Lesson 10  Commentary  John  7:1 - 52

Lesson 11  Questions        John 8:1 - 59

JESUS AT THE FEAST OF BOOTHS

 IN JERUSALEM
John 7:1-52

I. INTRODUCTION

 
After Jesus’ strong teaching on the Bread of Life in Chapter 6, including His controversial words on the Eucharist, John gives us several short episodes in Chapter 7. 

II.
THE COMING FEAST OF BOOTHS (John 7:1-10, Numbers 29:12-16, Zechariah 14:16-21)


A. In Galilee. Jesus avoided going to Jerusalem because He knew the Jewish leaders were looking for a chance to kill Him, so He stayed in Galilee. But after His talk there on the bread of life, the Galileans were not thronging after Him. Many “walked no more with him,” but the Apostles accepted His Eucharistic teaching and continued with Him. John introduces here an incident involving Jesus’ family. 


The harvest feast of Booths was near (Deuteronomy 16:13‑15). Some Bibles translate “Booths” as “Tabernacles,” others as “Sukkoth.” Josephus, an early Jewish historian during the Roman Empire, calls this feast the “holiest and greatest of Hebrew feasts.” It celebrated the stay in the desert in tents; the time at Mt. Sinai, and the arrival in the Promised Land, where they found plentiful harvests. It was an eschatological feast; one that looked to the future. We have the truths Jesus taught of a glorious resurrection and eternal life, as our Promised Land, not only an earthly life in time, as the Jews looked forward to. 


B. The Brothers of Jesus. When the feast was near, the brothers urged Jesus to go to Jerusalem. R. Schnackenburg, in his two volume work on the Gospel of John, surmises that these “brothers” wanted Jesus to work miracles in Jerusalem which would convince both them and the leaders (and also reflect favorably on them). Jesus refused to go with them; He identified their spirit as that of the world: “the world is incapable of hating you, but it does hate me… the time is always right for you, but not yet the right time for me” (John 7:6-7). But after they left, Jesus went up secretly. 


Jesus had other remarks on the world. “What profit would a man have if he gained the whole world and lost his own soul?” (Matthew 16:26). A modern translation reads “destroy himself in the process.” Jesus said to His apostles in His farewell speech “if you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own; the reason it hates you is that you do not belong to the world” (John 15:19). Do we belong to the world? The apostles had left everything for Him in total acceptance of their faith in Him; His brothers found it harder; His fellow townspeople did also. We can see that Jesus experienced rejection in His own family and people. Many of us may also because of our Catholic faith or our ideals. Let us continue with Him as the Twelve did. It is encouraging to know that these brothers must have finally believed in Jesus. One of them was James the Bishop of Jerusalem in the early Church. 


C. Identity of these Brothers. The question arises—Who were these brothers? Mark names four of them: James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon and His “sisters who are our neighbors,” quoting the townspeople of Nazareth (Mark 6:3). Yet, Mark and Matthew both identify James and Joseph as sons of a Mary, the wife of Clopas, (Matthew 27:56) at the foot of the cross. Matthew does not mention Mary the mother of Jesus. John is the only evangelist who names her at the foot of the cross. To him—the apostle John—Jesus entrusted his mother Mary and John adds: “and Mary the wife of Clopas.” These four brothers could not have been the children of Joseph and Mary. 


In Jewish law, a son had to take care of a widowed mother. If he were an only son, he could do so without others involved. This is what Jesus did at Calvary; He said to John, “Son behold your mother” and to Mary, “Behold your son.” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own (into his care) (John 19:26-27). Otherwise, Mary would have become the ward of the Jewish authorities. Clearly, there were no other sons involved.


Secondly, the vocabulary of the Jews was quite sparse. They did not have all the words for relatives that we have, added to the fact that all Jews were relatives, being all sons of the same forefather—they usually referred to close kin as “brothers” or “sisters.”


Lastly, to understand the Gospel aright, we must realize that the early Christians had no writing to study; they learned about Jesus from the words of the Apostles; and they, in turn, taught this to the next generation. In these early times, traditions were held in honor, for they were handed down from the Apostles. So, there is an early Christian written prayer, the Confiteor, which we say in the beginning of the Mass: “I confess to Almighty God…and to blessed Mary, ever-virgin…” In the Eucharistic Prayer of today, this tradition is included; the priests say, “In union with the whole Church, we honor Mary, the ever-virgin Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ…”


The common belief among non-Catholics, that Mary had other children probably arose from private interpretation of the Scriptures and lack of knowledge of sacred tradition and of checking Biblical texts with others. Catholics are often asked about this, though it is not a main teaching of our faith; yet we need to know where this belief began and be able to state the reason for it.

III. IN JERUSALEM (John 7:11-36)


Jesus Teaches in the Temple. In the middle of the week (feasts lasted seven days), Jesus began to speak in the temple. The leaders of the Jews “were looking for the troublemaker.” The crowds were guardedly debating about Him: “He is a good man,”; “No, he is misleading the crowd!” The Pharisees were mingling with the crowd, trying to get evidence against Jesus. John’s Gospel begins at this point, to record Jesus’ discourses in Jerusalem, most of which are debates with the leaders of the Jews. As this continues, it is clear that these elders, priests, and leaders, rejected Him and want His death. John ends these accounts of Jesus’ teaching and the Jews’ arguments with Him, with their decision in the Sanhedrin to arrest Him. His death follows quickly....


At this first encounter, with so many people at the feast, Jesus astounded them with His “learning, when He had no teacher.” The crowd is confused as He teaches with authority, with brilliance, and claims that the one who sent Him gave Him this doctrine. As He defends His cure on a sabbath (John 5) the crowd notices that the authorities are not saying “a word to him” and wonder if they are beginning to believe. Indeed not; for the episode ends with the Pharisees and chief priests sending temple guards to arrest Him. The temple guards seem to be as helpless as the Pharisees. Sent to arrest Him, they join the crowd, probably afraid to interfere with this crowd, so earnestly questioning and replying to Jesus, who has just said that He will be with them a little while longer, then will leave where they cannot come. “Where will he go?” to the Diaspora? “What does he mean?” The debate goes on until the last day of the feast—the greatest day.


The question about the Diaspora makes us realize that the Jews of today who are citizens of so many countries of the world, are the Diaspora (dispersed Jews). Yet, after World War II hard pressed by the Nazi’s holocaust, many Jews were able to displace the Arabs and reclaim and re-name the old Israel, a new state of today.


Meanwhile, the crowd wonders if Jesus means that He will go to the pagans? Not yet, but in God’s time, the followers of Jesus will go to the pagans, through the spread of the Church that Jesus is founding in His earthly life. Founded upon the Apostles, it includes both Jews and Gentiles, all one in union with Christ through the Holy Spirit’s indwelling—all one in Christ. From then on, Christians have spread the Faith over the world, in Jesus’ name.


Yet, unbelief and loss of belief still occur. We have atheists, a new thing in the history of mankind, who historically, worshipped some kind of “god.” Matthew says (24:10-13) that in the last days, unbelief will be severe. We do not know when the last days are to come, so we need to live every day as if it will be the last—then we will be ready. Some call our days “post-Christian” because society seems to be influenced mostly by those not responsible to God. The unchurched and the atheists seem to dominate. Yet, Christians, each of us, are responsible for bringing the Good News to our world. This is what “evangelism” really means. Jesus died for all; it hurts Him much when His salvation does not reach all.


“Many in the crowd came to believe in him” (John 7:31). Since Jesus taught His apostles and the people, people come to believe in Him as children. This involves the “entrance sacrament” baptism. There are three ways of sharing through baptism, the life of grace:



1. Baptism of water. This is Jesus’ last command at the end of Matthew: “Full authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:18-19).



2. Baptism of blood. This occurred often in early Rome. Some went through martyrdom for professing belief in Christ though they had not been baptized with water. They were baptized in their blood, for belief in Jesus. There is an interesting story of an actor in Rome who was called to perform before the emperor in a mockery of Christians. As he acted out a baptism, he suddenly received an understanding of what it meant and who Jesus is. He ended his act by proclaiming, “I believe in Jesus Christ.” He was martyred on the spot—a better show than his make-believe, a better witness to the pagans who saw the power of Jesus. St. Genesius was then the first Christian actor, and is the patron of actors.



3. Baptism of desire. Some wish to be baptized but die without the opportunity for it. Some theologians believe that those who consistently choose good over evil in their lives, choose God unknowingly, for He is the God. As the Christian ages have gone on, the Church has learned to balance Scripture with Scripture. One of the Wisdom books in the Old Testament has a beautiful statement about God’s love for “all flesh” and patience with them (Sirach 18:7-13).

IV. THE FINAL DAY OF THE FEAST (John 7:37-52)


A. Jesus Continues to Teach. On the last day of the feast of Booths, the drawing of water from the pool of Siloam was performed with great ceremony. This occasion brought from Jesus one of His most powerful images. As He saw this action, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts let him come to me and drink! He who believes in me, as the Scripture says, ‘Out of his heart, shall flow rivers of living water”(Isaiah 12:3 and Revelation 22:17b). John adds a commentary that was fulfilled in the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and on every Baptism and Confirmation. “Here he was referring to the Spirit, whom those that came to believe in him were to receive…” (John 7:39).


B. Discussion Among the People (John 7:40-45). John mentions three groups among Jesus’ listeners at this Feast. Some feel that He is the Prophet foretold by Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15,18). Others think that He is the Messiah from David’s family. These were reminded by the others that the Messiah was to be from Bethlehem; but Jesus was known to be from Galilee. This argument came up also in John’s community of believers at Ephesus in the first century, and in other Christian-Jewish groups. This Messiah group in Jerusalem were hoping for a king like David—Israel’s main hope was to be delivered from Roman rule. They were thinking of a Davidic descendent such as in 2 Samuel 7:12-16. The third group wanted to have Jesus arrested. In John’s Gospel, he strongly shows that he believes that Jesus is the Son of God made man, as Jesus claimed.


C. The Attitude of the Jewish Officers and the Sanhedrin (John 7:46-52). The leaders sent Temple guards to arrest Jesus. But they returned without him. A spirited discussion began between the guards and the Sanhedrin. The guards gave their own strong impression of Jesus: “No man ever spoke like that before!” They were amazed at Him. At this point, Nicodemus spoke up; the one who came to Jesus by night. He warned the others not to condemn Jesus without a hearing and without knowing the facts (This is very near to our own judicial procedure!). But the arrogant leaders only taunted Nicodemus. They remarked that the people were “ignorant of the Law.” These attitudes of the Jewish leaders were present also in the cities where the Apostles preached the Good News. As Jesus said, they would be thrown out of the synagogues! In this chapter, St. John gives us the first real confrontation of Jesus with the leaders and people.

APPLICATION


Jesus’ remark to His brothers about “belonging to the world” should make us question ourselves. In this meaning of the “world” in John’s Gospel, He means those whose main concern is this world, keeping up with society, with trends, with materialistic goals, and their earthly life more than with the words of Jesus and living them in their Christian life. On the contrary, the early Christians lived in simple ways and shared what they had with the poor who were in need. See Matthew 6:30-33 and Acts 4:32-35.


In our American culture, especially in the non-Catholic areas where there is prejudice against us, we find it difficult to speak about our faith to those who hold another, as Jesus did in His life. We find ourselves not wanting to offend our friends, etc. We need, in a positive way to tell them what we find rewarding in our faith, of the joy it gives us, the certainty it brings; we need to explain their difficulties with it and give light on misinformation. Have you noticed how easily some non-Catholics evangelize others? They even win over Catholics with their invitations, their enthusiasm. There is a banner that says, “Don’t Keep the Faith; Spread It Around.”


This is what Jesus came to do and what He expects of us.

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 11

John 8:1-59

Day 1


a.
As you read the Notes try to imagine yourself in Jesus’ audience in the temple. What would be your reaction if you were there then? What category would you fit in at that time?


b.
Was anything new to you in the Notes? Share it.


c.
Was anything challenging?

Day 2

Read John 8:1-2a. Also Luke 5:16, John 6:15.


a.
Why do you think Jesus felt the need for a night of prayer?


b.
What ideas does His example teach you?

Day 3

Read John 8:2b-11, Leviticus 20:10, Deuteronomy 22:22-29.


a.
Why is the question given to Jesus a difficult one?


b.
Considering the motive of the Scribes and Pharisees, and their leaving the scene, what might Jesus have been writing?


c.
Read Ezekiel 33:1-11. How does this text apply to Jesus’ treatment of the sinful woman?

Day 4

Read John 8:12-30, Isaias 42:6, Zechariah 4:6b.


a.
What new information does Jesus give His listeners about His divine nature in John 8:14-19?


b.
How does it affect you?

Day 5

In John 8:24 Jesus uses a startling demand for faith in His divinity.


a.
What is Jesus claiming here?


b.
What does it reveal to us? See Exodus 3:13-14.

Day 6

Read John 8:31-59, Isaiah 42:7, Galatians 4:31.


a.
In John 8:56 Jesus astounds His enemies again. With what claim?


b.
What does it say to you?


c.
Choose the words of Jesus that mean the most to you in this chapter and explain what they say to you.
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