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Lesson 11  Commentary  John 8:1 - 59

Lesson 12  Questions        John 9:1 - 41

JESUS’ VAIN ATTEMPTS TO WIN 

OVER THE LEADERS

John 8:1-59

I. INTRODUCTION


In the last chapter, we saw Jesus back in Jerusalem at the Feast of Booths, teaching in the Temple and answering questions about Himself. In this chapter, we see Him spending the night on the Mount of Olives (Matthew 14:23-24), then returning the next morning to the temple for another encounter. It is with a poignant sadness that we see Him there, bitterly opposed by the leaders. Here is this noble, unique God-man, trying again and again in these chapters to win over to belief Jerusalem’s people and the leaders. Luke, in his gospel, shows us Jesus weeping over Jerusalem (Luke. 19:41-44). Do we, as Jesus did, try to change our world? Think of a way that you are having an effect on others.

II. THE ADULTERESS (John 8:1-11)


This story is omitted in the best early Greek manuscript, but other early manuscripts have it in different places. Western and Latin sources, however, have preserved it. Its language is not the usual vocabulary of John, but St. Jerome, who translated the entire Bible into Latin from the Greek and Hebrew Scripture accepted it. The Church accepts it as inspired scripture.


It seems brazen of the Scribes and Pharisees to bring this woman to Jesus in public, hoping again to catch Him and making her “stand there in front of everyone.” They quote Moses, the supreme law giver to them, and his order that adulteresses should be put to death.


Here Jesus refuses to speak publicly about the woman whose sin was private. He refused to answer at all; instead He stooped and began to trace on the ground; the Pharisees repeated their question. Then came Jesus’ masterful answer: The man in the group who had no sin should cast the first stone—and Jesus bent down again and wrote on the ground. What did He write, we wonder? As the audience saw what He was writing, the elders (leaders) began to leave. The entire audience followed. Such an abrupt change leaves many commentators to think that Jesus wrote the sins of His audience, especially of the accusers. It is one of the finest examples of Jesus’ superior knowledge and ability.


Jesus was left alone with the woman. She did not leave. There was something about Him that encouraged her to listen to Him, to respect Him. When He spoke, He used the same term He used with His mother at Cana, and with the Samaritan woman which we read about earlier in John. The term “woman” was equivalent to “lady.” This alone shows Jesus’ gentleness with sinners. He said once, “I came not to convert the just, but sinners...” “Where did they all go?” He asked her. “Has no one condemned you?” “No one sir.” Her respect for Him is shown in “Sir.” She is not defiant, not angry and sullen.


His answer is not a judgment; it is an acquittal, said with authority. But His next and last words laid an obligation upon the woman. God’s mercy asks her not to sin in the future. It is His call to sinners to save their souls. Unconditional forgiveness can produce a profound change of attitude in a person who has been guilty of sinning against another. That is, again, an echo of Jesus’ words. “Love your enemies and do good to them.” This is the best way to bring good will. A proverb says “Two wrongs do not make a right.” Love begets love. It is hard to learn this, but when tried, it shows us that it is the best way.

III. THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES—THIRD EPISODE


A. Dialog with the Jews (John 8:12-20). This may have been at the Feast of Lights. Moses describes the original making of the lampstand in Exodus 25:31-34. This feast, also called Dedication, was held in December (John 10:22). It was particularly important in Jesus’ time because of the victory of the Maccabees who recovered possession of the Temple from the Greek Empire in 164 B.C. Judas Maccabees and his six brothers repaired the sanctuary and returned the lamp there. In Jesus’ day there were great torches on the walls and the whole temple was illuminated, thus the name Feast of Lights. Modern Jews still keep this feast and call it Hanukkah or Chanukah.


Jesus gives us here one of His important “I am…” statements, which John carefully records. “I am the light of the world. No follower of mine shall ever walk in darkness.” Mankind without Jesus had not known the true God, had not discovered all the truths Jesus brought. To His followers, these lead to peace on earth, to love of each other.


But, the Pharisees interrupted Him. “You are your own witness!” In Jesus’ answer He says, for the first time in these dialogs, “The Father,” who testifies on His behalf. Of course they replied with a doubting question. Jesus’ answer again mentions the Father-twice. In this chapter, Jesus mentions His Father four more times. This is an important revelation of His divinity.


In 325 A.D., the Church called a Council of all the bishops in Nicea in Italy, to answer a teaching of a priest named Arias, that Jesus was not truly Divine. It had already been debated earlier that Jesus was not truly human, and the Church had to declare that He was. The Council at Nicea called to define Jesus’ divinity drew up a clear statement of who Jesus is—Divine and human. This statement is called the Nicene Creed and we say it every Sunday and feast day: “We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten of the Father...true God of true God, begotten, not made, one in being with the Father...He was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.” John’s Gospel sets out very clearly that Jesus was both God and man (Chapter 1 and Chapter 8).


B. Warning to Unbelievers (John 8:21-30). Jesus, though teaching what the leaders heard as hearsay, was still not arrested, because “his hour had not come.” This “hour” was determined by the Father, whose will can control situations that oppose it. So Jesus continued, now beginning to warn them. Twice He told them they would “die in their sins”; then He made the ultimate claim, “unless you come to believe that I AM.” The Jews in His time used this term for God. It recalls God’s revelation to Moses when he asked God what he should call Him when he went to Pharaoh. The reply in Hebrew was “Yahweh”—I am who am. The Jews confronting Jesus still could not grasp, it was so amazing to hear a man claim this. 


Jesus prophesies His manner of death in John 8:28: “When you lift up the Son of Man you will come to realize that I AM and that I do nothing by myself; only what the Father has taught me.” Then John comments that many came to believe in Him. It is a relief to us to hear that.


C. Jesus and Abraham (John 8:31-59). To those who believe in Him (and to us) Jesus said, “If you live according to my teaching, you are truly my disciples.” This living the word is the difference between nominal Christians and those true followers of Jesus. Which one are you?


Often quoted words of Jesus follow: “You will know the truth and the Truth will set you free.” Elsewhere Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” Knowing Jesus’ teaching is a beginning; living it takes a lifetime of growth, but it is rewarding here and surely hereafter. One motto says, “Where you go hereafter, depends on where you go after here.”


Now it is the Jews, perhaps those who had begun to believe in Him, who angrily call Him a Samaritan and possessed besides. Can’t you just feel the hurt in Jesus as He replies reluctantly “Why don’t you believe me?…I am not possessed. However, I revere my Father while you fail to respect me.”


At Jesus’ last words in this section, “If a man is true to my words, he shall never see death,” we have a promise of eternal life—a glorious resurrected life. His enemies challenge Him with the comment that Abraham is dead; the prophets are dead, and ask if He thinks He is greater than Abraham. Jesus answers with a fact about Abraham not told in the Genesis story “your father Abraham rejoiced that he might see my day. He saw it and was glad!” How vast the difference between Abraham and Jesus! Abraham, whom we study in the Pentateuch and grow to love, was still so human in His limitations and sins, so dependent on God’s promises, but Jesus is the Son of God, true God and true man!


We have a clue to Jesus’ age again in the next remark of the Jews that He was not yet fifty years old. By today’s count, Jesus died in 34 A.D. The dialog ends with a solemn declaration: “Before Abraham came to be, I AM.” Then the Jews picked up rocks to throw at Him, and, as in Nazareth when the townspeople led Him to the brow of the hill to hurl Him over the edge, He “hid himself and walked away.”


One thing we can thank the Pharisees for are these important words of Jesus in this chapter. We need also to remember that all the Jews did not reject Jesus—the Apostles were Jews; the first Christian community was at Jerusalem after Jesus rose from the dead in His ultimate triumph. To our shame now, we see from history that Christian Europe persecuted and rejected all Jews, blaming them for Jesus’ death. The Vatican Council in a telling section on the Jews in its document on Ecumenism, renounced such an attitude.

Application.


There is a lesson for us in the treatment the leaders gave to the woman they brought to Jesus for His judgment. It is not to spread knowledge of others’ wrong-doing. It is so easy, especially, it seems, for women to “gossip.” But whole communities of men and women are often tempted to, and do, reveal someone’s past if it is scandalous. Some repentant and reformed people, trying to start anew, are ruined by this kind of talk. To ruin someone’s reputation by gossip or revealing a sin unknown publicly, can be a serious wrong. The way to love our neighbors is to point out, to recognize, the good in them, and to speak of it when they are under discussion. Also, it is an old Christian moral teaching, a point psychologists notice, that we recognize faults in others that we have ourselves. Working on this common tendency can be the profit we receive from this lesson.

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 12

JOHN 9:1-41

Day 1

Read the Notes. What quote from Jesus was important to you? Why?

Day 2

Read John 9:1-2, Isaiah. 42:1-7, and Ezechiel 18:20.


a.
What is our belief on this question?


b.
How does sin bring its own punishment? Give an example.


c.
How were the Pharisees differing from the Old Testament texts you’ve just read?

Day 3

Read John 9:3-7, 2 Kings. 5:9-14.


a.
Can you give one way that “the works of God are made visible” through you, or to you through others?


b.
Is there something similar in the Church to Jesus’ instructions in John 9:7?

Day 4

Read John 9:8-17. Matthew 12:10-11.


a.
What two reactions among the Pharisees resulted from this miracle?


b.
What did the man, however, conclude?

Day 5

Read John 9:18-34, Joshua 7:19, Psalm 34:16-19.


a.
How do you think the parents felt, from their reaction to the questioning by the Pharisees?


b.
In this passage, find 2 or 3 attitudes of the Pharisees that made “the seeing blind” (John 9:39b).


c.
At his second questioning, what did the man believe of Jesus?

Day 6
Read John 9:35-41, Daniel 7:13-14 and John 4:26.


a.
To whom had Jesus already revealed this?


b.
Explain Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees in verse 41.

© Copyright, 1988-1989 Catholic Scripture Study, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.

