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Lesson 12  Commentary  John 9:1 - 41

Lesson 13  Questions       John10:1 - 42

A SYMBOLIC CURE

John 9:1-41

I. INTRODUCTION


This chapter is an independent unit skillfully fitted in. It is concentrated on one miracle, one of three mighty ones that John includes of the deeds of Jesus:



1. changing water into wine, 



2. giving sight to a man born blind, and



3. the raising to life of a man buried four days.


In the Catholic liturgical year, which re-lives the life of Christ, this account is read in the Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Lent. As Lent progresses, the theme of light versus darkness becomes more important. The Church sees the season of Lent (which means “springtime”) as a time of growing light. This is the season when the early Church prepared those for baptism who asked for admission as a Christian. You will remember that John uses light and darkness often in his gospel. How is Baptism like light?

II. The Cure of a Blind Man (John 9:1-7)


A. Whose sin (John 9:1-2)?



1. The Disciples Question Jesus. While walking alone one day, Jesus saw a blind man who had been born blind. Curious, the disciples with Him asked whose sin caused this; the man’s or his parents’? It is an odd question because the man could hardly have sinned before he had been born! Was it the parents then? The Jews believed that sins were punished in this life, and virtue rewarded. Parents’ sins were even punished in their children’s lives, as the Old Testament indicates. The beautiful truth of eternal life and resurrection and a reward in eternity, or punishment in afterlife was not revealed at this time. For instance, the Sadducees who were the landowners and so, influential people, opposed Jesus, for they did not believe in the resurrection of the dead.


However, one of the last major prophets, Ezekiel, had already revealed a new insight. Ezekiel 18:19-20 is one of the first revelations into personal responsibility for sin. Earlier Israelites saw national sin and national punishment and reward in this life as God’s reaction to sin.



2. Jesus’ Answer (John 9:3-5). That it was neither the parents’ or the son’s sins is Jesus’ reply and then He gives us a new and different reason for God allowing suffering: “to let God’s works show forth in him.” God knows what good often comes (which often depends on how we react) from what seems to us a great misfortune (Romans 8:28). An event that brings us to God, that helps us see our own wrongs or our need for Him, causes a growth in us of trust as we turn to God or have recourse to Scriptures such as John 15:7.


In this event, however, it is Jesus who goes to the man’s aid, without being asked. But first He instructs His disciples with an interesting use of “we,” including them and us, who must “do the deeds” of God’s will for us “while it is day”—the time when we can see the need to act, as we can’t “in the dark.” Jesus states that He is the “light of the world” (Colossians 1:12-13).


B. Jesus’ Action (John 9:6-7). Commentators note that in making mud with His saliva, Jesus fore-shadowed the outward signs of the sacraments of the Church—an “outward sign of inner grace” as we used to say. Today, we express it as an action of Jesus in our behalf, in our spirit, our life. All the seven identified as sacraments have outward signs. Do you know what the seven are? This word sacrament comes from the Latin word “sacrer” that means to make holy—sacred. They bring alive in us aids to holiness—”wholeness.”


Then Jesus put the moistened mud on the man’s eyes. But an action is also asked of the man, a response. “Go wash in the pool of Siloam.” (This pool has been found by archeologists.) The faith of the man rose to the occasion—he believed Jesus’ action and His words would really bring his cure, so he went to carry out Jesus’ words, and came back, seeing for the first time in his life.


Elisha, the Old Testament prophet, had sent an Aramean commander with leprosy, to wash seven times (note seven) in the Jordan River. If you take the time to read the story (2 Kings 5:1-19) you will find a charming story of a little girl leading the man to Elisha, and more than a cure involved.

II. Reactions of the Blind Man’s Neighbors (John 9:8-17)


A. Questions About the Cure (John 9:8-14). The neighbors and friends saw that the man no longer sat and begged; the change was so clear that they wondered if it was the same man. “I am the one” he said. When he related the story to them and named Jesus, they wanted to see Jesus, but the man did not know where He was. John remarks that it was a Sabbath, a sure sign of trouble for Jesus, since the friends took the man to the Pharisees. Confirmation from the Jewish leaders was a rule at that time.


B. Reactions of the Pharisees (John 9:15-17). Again the man explained how he recovered his sight. Some of the Pharisees, completely closed to the evidence of supernatural power, replied that Jesus could not be from God because “he does not keep the Sabbath.” We can see how narrow people can become when some intervention from God or a greater necessity requires an action on a holiday. Prayer and prudence and guidance can clear up such difficulties, but the Pharisees who had become a law unto themselves, could not. Other Pharisees, however, asked: How could a sinner perform signs like this? Finally, they asked the man himself what he had to say about Jesus. The man here begins a move toward real belief. “He is a prophet” he says. All recognized that the prophets had been sent by God.


C. Summoning of the Parents (John 9:18-23). Still unbelieving, or refusing to accept the word of an uneducated man without their own credentials, the Pharisees doubted that the man had been born blind, and summoned his parents. These refused to get caught in the net of the Pharisees through fear of becoming social and religious outcasts. They suggested that their questioners ask their son these questions. John comments in verse 22 that the Jews had already agreed to put anyone out of the synagogue, the local place of worship, if they professed belief in Jesus as the Messiah.


Are we also afraid sometime of stating our religious convictions when we know difficult resistance will come? The Southern Baptist’s leadership have made a decision to train 39,000 members how to share their faith in Jesus with others. This is called “evangelization” today, from the Greek word “evangel” good news. We can learn from their example, but we can also remember that although these Christians are more zealous than we are, they have lost teachings that came down for hundreds of years from Apostolic times, which have been preserved by the longest-lived church on earth—ours. Our question should be: “Do we share our ‘good news’ with others as they do with their evangelization?”


D. Second Summoning of the Man (John 9:24-34). When again they summoned the man before the Pharisees, he was unwilling to tell his story all over again, and said so. He was amazed at their unbelief, and exclaimed that God does not hear sinners, but those who are devout and obey His will. This was a unique miracle in Jewish traditions and Scriptures, he added. The Pharisees “threw him out bodily!” says John, meaning he lost his right to go to the synagogue...


The man, by now, had made two conclusions about Jesus: that He was a prophet and that He was from God. He is next given the opportunity to take a further step. Sometimes we are also led by degrees to a deeper faith, or by opposition, which forces us to think and ponder what we believe and thus re-commit ourselves to our truths.

III. THE MAN AND JESUS (John 9:35-41, and Hebrews 3:12-15)


A. The Initiative of Jesus. Jesus sought out the man, knowing his two courageous responses; He, too, asked the man a question. “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” This title is rarely used by John, often used by Matthew. The man, in the presence again of the magnetic personality of Jesus, asked a most important question himself. “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”


It is pertinent here to note that Jesus’ “Do you believe” is asked by the priest at baptism. If an infant is being baptized it is asked by the priest to parents, who answer, “I do believe...” We say this also each Sunday at the Eucharist: “I believe in God...and in Jesus Christ, his Son...” This is in the Apostles’ Creed also.


Jesus now gives this courageous, open-minded man, who was willing to suffer expulsion from his Jewish culture and friends for stating that he believed that Jesus was from God the same information He gave to the Samaritan woman, “He is speaking to you now.” The man immediately bowed down to worship Him. Jesus next admits that He will be the cause of division, but will make the sightless see, and the seeing blind. The prophet Simeon told Mary this, the first time they brought the infant Jesus to the Temple: “Behold this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted...” (Luke 2:34).


B. The Relentless Pharisees. But the stubborn Pharisees exclaimed, for they were always around to “catch Jesus,” “Are you calling us blind?” Jesus replied, “You would not have this sin if you were blind, but you claim to see.... Your sin remains.”

IV. THE CHARACTER OF JESUS.


A. Jesus knows that there are plans to kill Him. Early in His public life He left Jerusalem at such a point. But here, He engages in all these efforts to convince His Israelite countrymen, the Chosen People. The mounting rejection must have been a great sorrow to Jesus and brought Him, as man, a sense of failure. Yet, He does not show anger. He shows a heroic courage in one more miracle on the Sabbath, one with the most value as a sign. The Church has for centuries seen the value of this marvelous miracle, and from early times, it has been read to those who request baptism as a sign to them of the blindness they have been in from birth, being changed to a seeing of the light of the world. Jesus’ courage was also an example to many a martyr who faced death for Him.


This whole series of dialogues with the Jews who rejected Him is considered by commentators to be an answer to John’s community at Ephesus, and to other Christian communities’ difficulties with Judaism.


B. Christian Communities. John extends this account of the blind man’s healing and the various reactions in order to thoroughly exclude any doubt about the healing. John’s faith in Jesus is utterly certain, and deep. His personal experience of Jesus is carefully transferred to His Christian converts, both Gentiles and Jews. Such communities, under attack, drew closer together. It is said lately that we need a persecution!


This kind of attack happened in the United States to Catholic immigrants in a then mainly Protestant America. It left a feeling of isolation from other Christians, a sort of ghetto mentality, which Vatican II faced and answered in the chapter on Ecumenism. “Develop a brotherly love with other Christians—all are believers in Jesus.” What we need to realize is the love other Christians have for the Word of God. Because of translations made of the Bible in the early days of Protestantism, which the Catholic Church declared unacceptable to the traditional truths passed on from the beginning of the Christian centuries, most Catholics lost (except for the saints) a close study of the Word. This and evangelization, we can and must learn from other Christians.


The debate between Jesus and His enemies continues in the next chapter, which presents Jesus’ teaching on the Good Shepherd. We are nearing the last half of John’s Gospel, with material not found in any other Gospel—a very beautiful and helpful section for the followers of Jesus.

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 13

JOHN 10:1-42

Day 1

Read the lecture Notes.


a.
What was new or encouraging to you?


b.
How did it help you?

Day 2

Read John 10:1-6, Jeremiah 23:1-4, and Ezekiel 34:1-12.


a.
Give two signs that the sheep know about the shepherd when he comes.


b.
How has Jeremiah’s prophecy and Ezekiel’s, come true?

Day 3

Read John 10:7-10 and Revelation 7:16-17.


a.
Discuss briefly what we enter through Jesus.


b.
What kind of life does Jesus mean when He promises we shall “have life to the full?”


c.
How much of that kind of life do you feel you have now? What can we do here to have it?

Day 4

Read John 10:11-21, Micah 2:12-13, and Ephesians 2:13-18.


a.
What is the message these readings give us?


b.
What do they say to us about the love God has for us?

Day 5

Read John 10:22-33 and Romans 8:33-39.


a.
Has this been your understanding of Jesus in heaven? If not, compare with yours.


b.
How do these words to the Jews develop the idea of Jesus’ certainty about His Being, His role?

Day 6

Read John 10:34-42, Luke 10:38-42, John 16:19-31.


a.
Which lines here touched you the most?


b.
What have you learned for your life?

© Copyright, 1988-1989 Catholic Scripture Study, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.

