Series I
Lesson 8 

Page 


[image: image1.jpg]IXPETER 3:18
GROW 1N GRACE AND
IN THE KNOWLEDGE

OF OUR

Lorp AND SAvVioR

Jesus CHRIST

To HiM B8 GLORY ROTH
NOW AND EVERMORE

AMEN



CATHOLIC SCRIPTURE STUDY

Catholic Scripture Study Notes written by Sister Marie Therese, are provided for the personal use of students during their active participation and must not be loaned or given to others.

SERIES I
[image: image2.png]


THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

AND ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Lesson 8  Commentary  Luke 4:1-30

Lesson 9  Questions        Luke 4:31 - 6:16

THE DEVIL TRIES TO TEMPT JESUS

Luke 4:1-30

I. FORTY DAYS IN THE DESERT (LUKE 4:1-13)


Jesus has come from His Baptism, filled with the Holy Spirit, bearer of the Spirit, inhabited by the Spirit, responsive to and in communion with the Spirit.  He relives the experience of Moses and Elijah in prayer and fasting. Moses stayed on Mt. Sinai for 40 days and 40 nights with the Lord, without food or drink (Exodus 34:28). Elijah, sent on a journey to the same mountain, “Walked 40 days and 40 nights on the strength of the food sent by the Lord” (1 Kings 19:8). And Jesus, after his 40 days, says Luke, “was hungry” (Luke 4:2).


Now Jesus re-lived Adam’s temptation “you shall be as gods” (Genesis 3:1-5). The Son of God is tempted against filial obedience.  But Jesus reveals the meaning and power of Sonship to God: He is Savior, a scapegoat for others, not a dominator.  The essence of this temptation is to refuse His human limitations, to show His Godhead rather than His manhood as an image of God.” It is a desert in which Jesus encounters Satan, not a garden. In reliving the Exodus experience of the desert, Jesus forms Israel into a new Israel, no longer the same as the Israel that came out of the desert; they are a new people.  The scapegoat of Leviticus 16:20-22 becomes Jesus, the Son of the Father, sent to save His people from their sins.

II. FIRST TEMPTATION (Luke 4:3-4)


“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”


This title, Satan knew, was already used at the Annunciation and at Jesus’ Baptism.  Satan is aware that Jesus is the Messiah, but not that He is divine.  His aim is to set Jesus’ will against that of His Father.  The conflict will culminate in Jesus’ words, “Not my will but thine be done” (Luke 22.42) and “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46); both said in the torment of His Passion.  On the cross He shows total confidence in absolute darkness.  Jesus here quotes Deuteronomy 8:1-3.  He refuses to use His miraculous power in His own interest.  Later He teaches us to say, “Give us our daily bread,” and He left unanswered the plea of the Jews whom He pitied and had given multiplied bread: “Give us always this bread.”

III SECOND TEMPTATION (Luke 4:5-8, Matthew 4:1-11)


Taking Jesus up to Jerusalem to the temple parapet, Satan showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world.  “I will give you all this power if you prostrate yourself before me; It has been given to me, and I give it to whom I please. The power of kingdoms, ruling over peoples, given by Satan? Jesus, in John’s Gospel, calls Satan “The Prince of this world.” Satan promises authority if Jesus accepts being his vassal, his servant.


Yet Satan does not have authority by right; Jesus does.  See Psalm 2:8 and Hebrews 1:1-9 on Jesus’ power. Will He choose to receive power here and now from Satan, or from God, only after suffering and death? Will He be Messiah according to the expectations of many of His people, or as the Suffering Servant in Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 53.1-12)? In answer, Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:13.  When Peter heard Jesus prophesy His suffering, he exclaimed, “This is not to happen to you!”  Quickly Jesus exclaimed, “Get behind me, Satan!” Paul writes of Jesus’ attitude:


“Have among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus,

Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  Rather, he emptied himself taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance.”


Do we sometimes act according to the expectations of others rather than according to our principles?

IV. THIRD TEMPTATION (Luke 4:9-13)


“He took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the Temple” (Luke 4:9). This was probably the southeast corner of the enclosure wall, about 300 feet above the Kidron Valley.  Jesus is asked to put Himself in a danger that will call forth God’s intervention on His behalf (Psalm 91:11). If the just man can trust God, how much more the Messiah, thinks Satan.  Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:14-19.


Jesus’ confidence, expressed and shown in the first temptation, is asked to turn to presumption; to force God’s hand, to prove Himself in control. He refuses. He will accept death when it comes, though not without a struggle, a bloody sweat.  But He will ask the Father to deliver Him if such be His will; then He surrenders to the authority of the Father, to the love of the Father for His lost children.  Jesus submits to the power of demons over humans, and of human violence in the ultimate epic struggle of good and evil, of love and hatred. Looking down from His cross, He leaves men free, also refusing their demand: “Come down from the cross and we will believe” (Luke 23:35-37). What is the lesson in this example of Jesus, for us?

V. THE SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT OF THE TEMPTATIONS


There were no witnesses to this event.  Some scholars believe that the Apostolic writers, knowing Jesus’ experience, composed this account in comparing Jesus’ experience to the Exodus; and so chose significant quotations from Deuteronomy.  In this way, they show Jesus as the true Israel, the true worshipper of God. “The episode,” says MacKensie, “shows the kind of Messiah that Jesus was, and by implication, what kind of society the Church (the new Israel), is to become.” It will:

“live by the word of God

refuse to challenge God’s promises

adore and serve God alone, not the world.”


Thus Jesus rejects the temptations which His Church will have.  Each of us can profit by measuring each of the above qualities, in our ways of living, in our lives ...


Some other scholars think Satan did transport Jesus to the pinnacle. Whatever, Jesus did not interject His own goals and ambitions, to early on “be like God” in place of being fully human while reflecting the image of God.  He reverses the choice of Adam, who refused to be only human, though in the image of God.  Jesus is the opposite; truly God, He chose to be human.


Some scholars see in all this the dimensions of the human situation: the bread, economic; the offer of power, political; and to fall from the temple expecting God to rescue, religious.  While all these human dimensions are good and necessary, they are temptations to fallen nature.

VI. SATAN TEMPTS CHRISTIANS


Though the Evil one tempts all children of Adam, spiritual writers and teachers have noticed that he tempts Christians most, since they are his  worst enemies, and of these, he tempts the saints fiercely. His main enticements are the three “P’s”: pleasure, power and pride.  These correspond to Jesus’ temptations.


We today live in an age given to sexual excesses unheard of, of materialism, comfort, and good times, that leave no time or taste for the spirit’s treasures.  The power-hunger of Hitler, of totalitarian governments that oppress whole peoples, the pride of position, of achievement, of careers, of moviedom, inflates too many.  It was this kind of world that Jesus died for, and refused to live for.  How much of this is in our lives?


Again, this account can send us to our knees, to look at our own direction... Satan attacks when we are weakest, hungriest, most ambitious, most lonely.  Paul tells us what to do.  Quietly read Ephesians 6:10-17. Note the last suggestion! Also, see Hebrews 2:14-18.

VII.  JESUS RETURNS TO NAZARETH


In the power of the Spirit, and after recovering His strength through angels coming and “waiting on him,” as Matthew says in 4:11, Jesus goes home to Nazareth. But not to carpentry. Soon after, on one Sabbath in the Synagogue He offered to do the reading and found Isaiah’s passage in 61:1-2.  After reading it He began to preach and they marveled at Him, seeing only “Joseph’s son.” After thirty years living among them as a child and as a craftsman, He was ready for His divine mission, for a brief two or three years.  They were not ready for such a change, as you see in verse 22b.  He told them of Elijah and Elisha having to work miracles for foreigners when they were rejected by their countryfolk (See 2 Kings 4:1-15 and 1 Kings 17:6-16). So Jesus left and went to live in Capernaum (Luke 4:28-31).

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 9

Luke 4:31 - 6:16

Day 1

Read the Notes and look up the scripture references for a fuller understanding.  What impresses you most in Jesus’ behavior in His temptations?

Day 2

Read Luke 4:31-44.  List the miracles mentioned.


a.
What confronted Jesus’ power in the synagogue in Capernaum?


b.
Did Jesus have a different response from these people? Compare this with the scene at Nazareth.

Day 3

Read Luke 5: 1-11.  Capernaum was Simon Peter’s home town.


a.
At what future situation in verses 4-6 does this hint, which is foreshadowed in Jesus’ words in verse 10?


b.
Explain Simon’s response to Jesus’ seemingly foolish suggestion in verse 4.


c.
Does the result strengthen your trust in Peter’s successors?

Day 4

Read Luke 5:11 and Acts 4.32-35. 


a.
In the Apostles’ reaction to Jesus, what is similar to the community of first believers under the Apostles?


b.
Compare modern communities of Catholics or Christians with these first followers of Jesus in this matter.


c.
Does this have a lesson for your parish and your family? What?

Day 5

Read Luke 5:12-26.


a.
How did Jesus react to verse 15’s facts?


b.
What are the various complaints of the Jewish leaders and teachers?

Day 6 

Read Luke 5:27-32, Matthew 9:9-13, and Matthew  6:12-16.

a. Who is “Levi” in the list of the Twelve Apostles?


b.
Read Luke 6:1-11.  Give the account that most impresses you in these verses.
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