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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

AND ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Lesson 25  Commentary  Acts 15:36 – 18:28
Lesson 26  Questions        Acts 19 – 21:14

PAUL’S SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY

Acts 15:36 - 18:28

I. INTRODUCTION


The second journey of Paul is the subject of this lesson; after their formation of Christian communities on the island of Cyprus and of central Asia Minor, followed by the Council of Jerusalem, Paul begins his intrepid life as the great Apostle of the Gentiles.


We find interesting information on the unity of the churches, the leadership of the apostles, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Direct instructions come in the form of a vision, sending Barnabas and Paul into Europe and their first imprisonment for the Gospel. This journey is from 49 - 52 A.D.


Seven New Testament letters of Paul come from these missions. Paul loses one companion missionary and gains two more.


Five of these early missionaries are celebrated each year in the Church’s liturgy as saints: Paul, Barnabas, Mark, Timothy and Titus.

II. NEW PARTNERS, EARLY ROUTE


A. Disagreement (Acts 15:36-40). Even saints have conflicts.  When Paul suggested that he and Barnabas re-visit the towns they had evangelized, Barnabas requested that they take his cousin Mark; Paul disagreed because Mark had left them on their first trip and gone back home.  Barnabas and Mark ended up returning home to Cyprus. Later, as we shall see in the Letters, there was a reconciliation.


B. New Team (Acts 15:40 - 16:3). Paul chose Silas, whom the Apostles had sent from Jerusalem to join Paul, and began the journey. They visited Paul’s own home territory, Cilicia, then moved to the next province, Galatia, just west, where they found at Lystra, the young Timothy, born of a Jewish mother and a Greek father.  Paul was so impressed by Timothy that he asked him to join the team. From then on, Timothy is a leading evangelist and we find in Paul’s two letters to him in the Bible that he was the bishop or administrator of the Ephesus community.


C. Church Unity (Acts 16:4-5). A major doctrine, coming from Sacred Tradition and recorded here, is about the Teaching Church and its authority. From the beginning, we see here, “decisions reached by the apostles and elders (appointees of the apostles for local churches) with instructions to observe them” (Acts 16:4) are taught to each town they visited. “So” (“as a result”) “the churches grew stronger in the faith, as well as growing daily in numbers” (Acts 16:5). Paul seems to say that obedience to church leaders brings about growth in faith and numbers.


D. Led by God (Acts 16:6-10). Just north and west of Galatia was the Roman province of Asia which went to the coast on the Aegean Sea between Greece and what we call Asia Minor; Paul had intended to go there next, but twice in these four verses, he tells us that the Holy Spirit told them not to.  Finally, God sent a vision to Paul in which a man urged him, “Come to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9). Paul and his two helpers, Silas and Timothy, immediately arranged the voyage to northern Greece of today.


This understanding of the Holy Spirit’s guidance has come to us too. Close to Christ and the Church, we, too, recognize in prayer and Scripture reading, the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Remember, we have received Him in Baptism and in Confirmation. His promptings bring peace when they are obeyed. “They are fully incorporated into the Church who, possessing the Spirit of Christ, accept her entire system with all the means of salvation given to her, and through her visible structure are joined to Christ, who rules her through the Holy Father and the bishops” (Document of Vatican II Council on the Church, Chapter II:14).


Another teaching in this document instructs us: “For this reason the laity, dedicated to Christ and anointed by the Holy Spirit, are marvelously called and equipped to produce in themselves ever more abundant fruits of the Spirit” (Chapter IV:34).

III. PHILIPPI, CAPITAL OF MACEDONIA (Acts 16:11-40)


This historic city where Antony and Octavian had defeated Brutus and Cassius just seven years before, was now an important city of the Roman Empire, where the famous Roman Egnatian Road linked Rome with Asia. This arrival of Paul in Europe also provoked a crisis.


A. Lydia and Group at Prayer (Acts 16:11-15). There being no synagogue there, Paul, Silas, and Timothy went out to the river banks where they found a customary place for prayer and some women at prayer.  Joining them, the three began to preach to them.  A “business woman,” well-off from her purple-dye trade, and named Lydia, was so convinced that she and her whole household asked for Baptism. Three times in Acts we hear of household Baptisms, which must have consisted of a couple, their children and their servants. Lydia had prevailed on the three missionaries to stay at her home, so they had some special instruction.  We shall meet Lydia again.


B. A New Experience (Acts 16:16-24). On the way to prayer one day a slave girl who was a “soothsayer” began to follow Paul and the others, calling out, “Here are the servants of the Most High God; they have come to tell you how to be saved!” (Acts 16:16-17). Day after day this happened until Paul turned around one day and ordered the spirit in her “In the name of Jesus Christ, leave her!”—which happened then and there.  Her masters were so angry that they dragged Paul and Silas to the magistrates, accusing them of breaking Roman laws.  A crowd joined in.


The result was a public beating ordered for them; then they were thrown into prison, with their feet locked to a wooden frame with holes for hands and/or feet. What was their reaction? “At midnight, Paul and Silas were praying, praising God” (Acts 16:25).


C. God’s Response (Acts 16:26-40). Suddenly, there was an earthquake which shook open all the locks and chains and woke up the keeper, who drew his sword to kill himself, thinking that all the prisoners had escaped. Instead, Paul called to him that they were all there. Amazed and enlightened, the jailer asked Baptism for himself and his house, took Paul and Silas there, “and rejoiced with all his house, believing in God,” and serving them a big meal.


The next morning they were released by the magistrates themselves, at Paul’s reminder that they had jailed Roman citizens without cause. Fearful of trouble, the magistrates begged Paul to leave the city. But first, they went to see Lydia and all the Christians there. Paul always loved the Philippian church, as his letter to them shows.  St. Polycarp, an early bishop, taught by St. John the Apostle, writes of Paul’s letters to the Philippians, only one of which we have.  Modern Albania dates the church there back to St. Paul.  It was then part of the Philippian area.

IV. THESSALONICA, BEROEA, AND ATHENS (Acts 17:1-4)


A. Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-9). The next two towns had no Jewish settlement so Paul and Silas moved on to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue and where Paul went for the next three Sabbaths.  An interesting addition to their preaching there was that they presented the teaching about the Messiah from the Old Testament, and showed that it was fulfilled in Jesus.  A few Jews were convinced, but a “great many God-fearing people and Greeks, and a number of the leading women” became Christians.  The Jews were so angry that they went to arrest Paul and Silas at a certain man’s home, Jason, but they found only Jason and a few “brothers” whom they “dragged” to the city council, accusing them of calling Jesus a king. Fining them, the council set them free. That night the Christians sent Paul and Silas to Beroea, the next town.  Meanwhile Jason and others are persecuted also; we meet Jason again in Romans 16:21.


B. Beroea (Acts 17:10-15, John 5:39). In the synagogue here, Paul met with much better reception, for they “welcomed the word more readily.” Not only that, but they did what we should do as well as they:  “every day they studied the Scriptures—to see whether it was true!” (Acts 17:11). The scriptures they read were the Old Testament prophets, who spoke so clearly of the one to come. We shall ourselves study these wonderful Scriptures in one of our years’ study.


Many of these became believers, but further, “many Greek women of high standing and a number of the men.” The Thessalonica Jews learned of this and hurried down to make trouble; but Paul was taken quickly to Athens, leaving Silas to join him later.


C. Athens (Acts 17:16-34). In this famous center of culture and learning, Paul was revolted at the numerous statues of false gods; he spoke not only to the Jews and the “God-fearing” in the synagogue, but even in the market place, debating with anyone he met.  There, some said, “What can this parrot mean?” A humorous comment of some was that he preached about “Jesus and Resurrection” as though they were two gods, for “resurrection” means Anastasis, a goddess, therefore, the consort of Jesus!


But they were open enough to invite Paul to the famous Areopagus where the Athens supreme council and the philosophers ruled and taught this first democracy and seat of learning.  Paul’s full speech is quoted, of course, as remembered or heard of by Luke. It is in quite a different approach than his speeches to Jewish believers in the true God, yet a beautiful and convincing one to such as us without a Jewish background.

V. CORINTH (Acts 18:1-17, Matthew 27, 24f)


This large city with two ports was largely Latin-speaking and Roman, with people of all nations and also a large Jewish colony.  Its reputation as immoral was proverbial.  There a couple, Aquila and his wife Priscilla (also called Prisca in Paul’s letters), had been expelled from Rome as Jews; they were tentmakers, as was Paul, and invited him to live in their home while there.  After Silas and Timothy joined him, he began to preach in earnest, but the Jews so reviled him that he said, “From now on I will go to the Gentiles!” However, the president of the synagogue and his whole household became Christians.


Here again, Paul had a vision when the Lord Jesus told him to “Be fearless; speak out and do not keep silence. I am with you” (Acts 18:9-10). Paul stayed a year and a half, probably till the year 62. When the Jews began great opposition to Paul, the Greek proconsul refused to hear them. This Church grew and became the subject of two long letters in the Bible from Paul, used heavily in the Church and our liturgy.

VI. BACK TO ANTIOCH IN SYRIA (Acts 18:18-28)


When Paul left, Priscilla and Aquila went with him to Ephesus, where he left them, going on to Caesarea and visiting the Church there. At last he returned to Antioch, then visited in the Galatian country all his Christians there.


Meanwhile at Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila met a great addition to the Church, Apollos, an eloquent speaker with a sound knowledge of the Scriptures who knew Jesus, but strangely had never had a Christian Baptism. His preaching in Corinth led to some claiming him as their leader. When factions seemed to develop, Paul reasoned, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6-7).

APPLICATION


Practically the whole Roman Empire was brought to Christ and to the Christian faith by this one man Paul.  When so many pagans existed everywhere, and when the Jews resisted any change in their understanding of God’s plan for them as His people peculiarly, we can see that Catholics can sometimes be smug in their faith, as the Jews were, without seeing that all around us are people with no knowledge or faith in God or Jesus.  It is this modern atheism that we are called to address in our world—to share the wonderful knowledge of God’s gift to mankind in Christ, as Paul did.  As we continue studying the New Testament letters and Acts, let us try to learn how to also bring others to God and Christ.


It is obvious that the Jews in Paul’s world rejected Christianity and persecuted Paul; a position largely continued throughout Christian history.  But the other side of the coin also happened; Christian civilization in Europe was unjust and discriminated against Jews.  The Vatican documents in the 1960’s encouraged that all Christians and Jews, as religious people in a godless world, work together and support each other.  An ecumenical spirit and love of others as the Bible teaches, has replaced a great deal of the earlier Christian ages! There are two Jewish doctors in Fort Worth, one of whom, whose wife is an Anglican Catholic, found in 1986 a growing desire to know Jesus. It was given to him suddenly in an inner grace. He is now an Anglican priest.

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 26

Acts 19 - 21:14

Day 1

Read the Notes.


a.
Quote a line or some lines that helped you.
Day 2

Acts 19:1-20, Matthew 3:11.


a.
Read Acts 19:1-7.  What two sacraments of the Church are recorded? Is there any repetition today among Christians of these effects of the Holy Spirit coming to them?

b.
Has this result been repeated all through Christian history?

c.
What are always gifts of the Holy Spirit when a bishop “lays hands on” Christians?

d.
Read Acts 19:8-20, Luke 8:43-47. Give one effect of Paul’s preaching in Ephesus.
Day 3

Acts 19:21-40.


a.
Read Acts 19:21-22.  What do you learn from Paul’s, methods and decisions here?

b.
Read the account of the riot caused by the silversmiths of Ephesus (Acts 19:23-40).  Comment briefly on this event and/or an aspect of it.
Day 4

Acts 20:1-12, 1 Corinthians 16:5, Romans 16:21


a.
Read Acts 20:1-3. What important apostolic function did Paul carry on that is related in these verses?

b.
Read Acts 20:4-6.  Notice the plural pronouns “us” and “we” which begin here and continue for some chapters. Who do you think this is?

c.
Read Acts 20:7. Verse 7 is the first record of an important change from Jewish practice.  In this verse, what three major Christian worship events are reported? What do we call this worship today?

d.
Read Acts 20:8-12.  Comment on some aspect of this story that strikes you.
Day 5

Acts 20:13-38


a.
Read Acts 20:13-16.  What was Paul’s destination?

b.
Read Acts 20.17-38. Again, what apostolic leadership did Paul do on his way and to whom? Do you see the origin in the Acts story of the Church leaders today?

c.
Quote some words of this sermon of Paul’s.
Day 6

Read Acts 21:1-14, Matthew 6:10.


a.
On the map in your bible, trace Paul’s journey.

b.
Comment on one of the events in these verses.

c.
On his way to Jerusalem, what does Paul take care to do?
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