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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

AND ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Lesson 26  Commentary  Acts 19 – 21:14

Lesson 27  Questions        Acts 21:15 – 24:27

PAUL’S THIRD APOSTOLIC JOURNEY

Acts 19 - 21:14

I. INTRODUCTION


In this last missionary journey we see an important work of the ministers of the Church—the overseeing and the strengthening of the established centers already evangelized. Only one new center is brought to Christ, but it is a strong area in the empire:  Ephesus, a large city on the west coast of Asia minor (modern Turkey) and almost due east of Athens in Greece.


It was also a pagan city dedicated to the goddess Diana, besides being a center of occult practices. And yet Paul found some disciples of John the Baptist there.  Ephesus was one of the finest cities in the empire, with a mixed population and a center of religious, political, and commercial activity.  God had chosen it as a center of the Church founded by His Son. Paul remained there for about three years, during which he wrote the letter to the Galatians, to the Philippians, and the first letter to the Corinthians.


It was here that Paul broke his former custom of preaching in the synagogue and went to a public hall nearby because of so much opposition by the Jews.

II. THE CHURCH FOUNDED AT EPHESUS (Acts 19 - 20:1)


A. Disciples of John (Acts 19:1-7). This is a strange short account of twelve Ephesians who “were believers” but who had not been baptized in Christ’s Baptism and had not even heard of the Holy Spirit.  Their baptism was evidently in John the Baptists’ baptism from whom they had heard of “the one who would come after me” (Mark 1:7). Paul baptized them then and there in the name of the “Lord Jesus” and immediately laid his hands on them “and the Holy Spirit came down on them and they began to speak in tongues and to utter prophecies.” Notice that the two sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation that we receive today are described, and also that Paul calls Jesus Lord.


B. The Church at Ephesus (Acts 19:8-12). Paul began as usual in the synagogue and continued for three months, and as usual some of the Jews became alarmed and began “to speak ill of the new way” (Acts 19:9) in the presence of the assembly there. This is the second use of the word “Way” for Christianity, and also the first time that Paul began to preach outside the synagogue, for he simply went to a nearby lecture hall and continued there for two years.  Luke uses the expression “all the inhabitants of Asia” thus heard the “word of the Lord.”


A second important fact about the Ephesus preaching is that God “worked extraordinary miracles” at the hands of Paul; even a cloth that had touched his skin healed the sick and “evil spirits left them” (Acts 19:12). Some Jews tried to expel evil spirits, invoking Jesus’ name, and the possessed man declared that he knew Jesus and Paul, “but who are you?” This brought many others to Baptism by Paul. Even magicians burned their books and became Christians.


Still another event happened while Paul was at Ephesus—a full-scale riot. The worship of the goddess Artemis there (sometimes called Diana) fell off badly because of Christianity and her statues were not in demand, thus damaging the silversmiths’ business. These ran through the city crying out the danger to Artemis, causing a riot which only the town clerk was able to end by suggesting they take the matter to court. The Christians quietly took Paul away to Macedonia, after he had gathered them together to encourage them (Acts 20:1).


C. Macedonia and Greece (Acts 20:1-3). These two visits were those of a pastor visiting his flock, strengthening and teaching.  In Greece, the Jews had a plot against him, but he returned quickly to Macedonia, on his way back to Asia Minor. He brought seven Christians from Macedonia with him, including Timothy, who may have been from Derbe and who became a strong leader himself as bishop of Ephesus, and the object of two letters from Paul which are included in the New Testament.

III. RETURN TO ASIA MINOR (Acts 20:4-38)


In these verses we again find “us” and “we”—indicating that Luke, who wrote Acts, rejoins Paul at this time.


A. Troas (Acts 20:7-12)



1. “On the first day of the week we met…” Scholars find this an indication for the first time that the Christian weekly worship became Sunday, the first day of a new week, the day of Jesus’ Resurrection (Matthew 28:1).



2. “For the breaking of bread…” This phrase is used consistently in the New Testament books on the Church for the Eucharistic meal—the bread and wine of the Last Supper as instituted by Jesus (Luke 22:19, Acts 2:42).



3. An Outstanding Miracle. Paul’s sermon at this Eucharist “went on till the middle of the night” and one of the young men sitting on the window sill fell out the window to the ground three stories below and was killed.  Paul ran down and clasped the boy to himself and the boy regained life and stayed while Paul preached until daybreak!


B. A Moving Farewell (Acts 20:17-38). After stopping a bit, Paul and Luke and others sailed for Miletus, just past Ephesus, which Paul had decided to pass by, in order to arrive at Jerusalem for Pentecost.  But he sent a message to the elders at Ephesus to meet him at Miletus.


The words of Paul to these church leaders at Ephesus are given in a long speech from Acts 20:17-35. Some of the highlights of Paul’s words are:


“… I have served the Lord in all humility, with all the sorrows and trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews. …I have instructed you both in public and in your homes… Now you see me on my way to Jerusalem in captivity to the Spirit who has made it clear to me that imprisonment and persecution await me. But I do not place any value on my own life …I feel sure that none of you will ever see my face again…”


“Be on your guard for yourselves and for all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you the overseers, to feed God’s Church which he bought with the blood of his own Son… Fierce wolves will invade you… from your own ranks men will come with untruths on their lips to persuade you to follow them.  So be on your guard; remember how night and day for three years I counseled each one of you with tears.”


“I have never asked anyone of you for money or clothes; these hands of mine earned enough to meet my needs and my companions, remembering the words of Jesus— ‘There is more joy in giving than in receiving.’” These last words quoting Jesus are not anywhere else in Scripture.


Next Luke tells of the farewell to his last converts in the empire... “he knelt down with them all and prayed.” By now they were all in tears; they put their arms around Paul and kissed him. Then they escorted him to the ship (Acts 20:36-38).

IV. TO JERUSALEM (Acts 21:1-14)


The “we” set out on ship which stopped only when they reached Tyre, where they found some disciples, one of whom warned Paul not to go on to Jerusalem; of no avail.  On the day they were to sail, “the men, with their wives and children” went with them to the seashore, where they knelt down and prayed.


At another spot, they stayed a day with other disciples they found there, then on to Caesarea where they met an interesting family of one of the first deacons, Philip, who had converted the Ethiopian officer.  Philip had four virgin daughters, a thing very unusual for Jewish customs. In I Corinthians 7:25, Paul had written that the unmarried are more free to serve the Lord.  Are we seeing here the first Christian virgins dedicated to the Lord alone? They probably taught children and women the truths of Christ. They also were “prophets.” After several days there, a prophet from Judea arrived and symbolically took Paul’s belt and tied his own hands and feet, saying that Paul would be tried in Jerusalem and to be put to death for the Lord Jesus. “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart?” cried Paul. “I am ready to die there for my Lord Jesus.” Then the crowd gave up persuasion, saying, “The Lord’s Will be done” (Acts 21:14).

V. COMMENTARY


As we near the end of Acts and of the New Testament preaching of the Apostles, particularly Peter and Paul, we are struck by the fact of how the faith was taught and spread after Jesus, even by Jesus ... it was not from the Bible; it was from the teaching of Jesus and his early Church.  As we look forward in history, we find this true for most Christians for hundreds of years, with no schools to teach reading to everyone, no printing presses to copy books until 1500 or so; therefore, no Bibles available or usable for most Christians.  Again, we see the constant teaching of the Church that the Bible has not been the “only rule of Faith.” The Church, and its recorded teaching, both in the Old and New Testaments, was only gradually preserved in writing.


We are the most favored of all God’s people in this regard, for we all have personal Bibles which we can read for ourselves.  Still personal interpretation that does not agree with the Tradition preserved through the centuries and by the Teaching Church in any generation, is not our standard, the Church is.

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 27

Acts 21:15 - 24:27

Day 1

Read the Notes.  As you read, make note of a sentence or paragraph that helps or enlightens you, to share with others.

Day 2

Read Acts 21:15-26, 18:18, Numbers 6:1-5.


a.
What was the good news that Paul, Luke and companions found in Jerusalem (Acts 21:17, 18, 20)?


b.
What was James’ fear for them?

c.
Read Acts 21:27-40, Romans 15:30-31. Why were some Jews of Jerusalem so upset with seeing Paul?
Day 3

Read Acts 22:1-23.


a.
What caused the listening crowd to become so angry?

b.
Read Acts 22:24-29.  Why do you think Paul saved himself from the scourging?

c.
What could have been a motive for him to accept the scourging?
Day 4

Read Acts 22:30 - 23:1-11.


a.
How did Paul cause the crowd of Jews to dispute among themselves?

b.
What does Acts 23:11 say to you?

c.
What prophecy does Jesus tell Paul?
Day 5

Read Acts 23:12-22.


a.
Who intervened to save Paul?

b.
What is your reaction to this event?

c.
Read Acts 23:23-35. How does this Roman commander impress you?
Day 6

Read Acts 24:1-21.


a.
Again how does Paul explain the reason for the Jews’ hatred?

b.
How does this point to the importance of the resurrection doctrine in our Faith?

c.
Read Acts 24:22-27.  How is Christianity named in verse 22?

d.
What do you think Paul did during these two years in prison?
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