
Since its establishment in 1876, the pine church has served
as a summertime spiritual retreat. Both Sacred Heart Church
and its parishioners have weathered changing times and
hurricanes for over a century. Weekend masses are brim-
ming with families who have been attending services at Sa-
cred Heart for years. Often the pews fill up and people
overflow outside with local Fairhopians, nearby Mobilians,
and out-of-towners alike. The chapel seats 240 comfortably,
although up to 400 have been counted in attendance. Par-
ents with small children chaperone on the front porch while
prayerfully listening to the Mass. 

The dress is casual. Paper
fans in the pew backs serve
as air-conditioning, in keep-
ing with tradition. Some at-
tendees travel by boat,
docking at the church’s pier
or at Torbert’s. It’s a family
event and has been for gen-
erations. Sacred Heart may
be a church simple in size
and adornment but it gra-
ciously calls us year after
year to gather ever closer to
God and family.
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Footnotes
A small white church
stands on the edge of Mobile Bay,
with a bell in the yard, a cross 
on the roof and a spirit that
speaks of strength through 
unity and tradition.
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Among the memories of Summer Masses in the
peace and serenity of the Bay are the joyful gath-
erings with loved ones for a wedding, or the
sounds of children and grandchildren laughing as
they ring the bell after Mass. Sacred Heart Chapel
truly reflects the glory of God in a unique way spe-
cial to so many. 



Fr. Steven T. Williams
Many times parish-

ioners become ill,
homebound, or go in
the hospital. If so,
please let the parish
office know. We care
about those who are
sick or ill. Because of
privacy rules, it’s hard
to find out informa-
tion on patients in the
hospital. Eucharistic
ministers are com-
mitted to bring com-
munion to the hospital, and the homebound. 

If you are a Eucharistic Minister and would like to join those who provide this ministry,
please let the office know. Lastly, if you know of an individual who might like to be a
Eucharistic Minister, please let the office know.

Now that Fall is upon us, there are many adult education opportunities in the parish.
Particularly, there is a retreat planned for November 14-16. Retreats are great occa-
sions to go deeper in your faith. If possible, take advantage of this opportunity. 

Treasures is sponsoring a pilgrimage to EW TN and Hanceville in the second week of
November.  Parishioners are welcome to join the pilgrimage. They have also planned
a trip to visit the seminary outside of New Orleans on Tuesday, October 14th. A great
way to support our seminarians is to visit them and to pray for them. 
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Help Us Help Others

The illustrious Dr. Brant
Pitre spoke at St.
Lawrence on Friday, Au-
gust 29th. He presented
on the topic of his newest
book, “Jesus the Bride-
groom: The Greatest Love
Story Ever Told”. Dr. Pitre
explores this topic from
the Jewish perspective
and how Christ comes as
the bridegroom of his
people. It is a sublime love
story that involves all of us
as his beloved. If you
weren't able to make it
check out Dr. Pitre’s book.
We look forward to the
next great speaker to visit
St. Lawrence!

Welcome
New Parishioners

Edward &
Roxanne Burns

Brian & Jenny Sumrall, with Ella, Laken, Emerson
Keith & Sara Nolan, with Everly
James & Daryl Henderson
Bill & Monte Davis
Alice Faust
Katherine Pose
Kathy Kras
Blake & Stephanie Dillon, with Aidan, Ava

Jack & Pauline Wyrie
Timothy & Kimberly Sears, 

with Riley, Mallory, Rhys
Paul & Chris Altermatt, with Paul, Emma
Robert & Kacey Holder, Walker, Davis
Sean & Toni Kemper, with Josie, Annabel, Davis

Mike & Kim
Brown with
Matthew,
Kate

Thank you
Dr. Brant Pitre



ELVES
NEEDED

by Molly Nix
Only two short months until the Christmas Bazaar! We still have

plenty to do:
TREASURE MEMBERS are asked to help with our bas-

kets by donating a bottle of wine or some chocolates. Bring your
item with you to the October luncheon. If you are unable to at-
tend the luncheon but would still like to help, please drop it off
at the front office. Our wonderful baskets are always a big hit at
the Bazaar.     

Calling all CREW MEMBERS: the religious education pro-
gram for Kindergarten through 5th grade is asked to help fill a
bookshelf again. Just bring in one new book that you would like
to read. Drop off boxes are located in the classroom hallways.
Another big hit is our wonderful bookcase filled with books at
the Silent Auction.

Julie Bagwell is still looking for items for the Silent Auction. No
item is too small and we can arrange to have your items picked
up. Please call Molly Nix at 591-7149 if you have question or
ideas for the auction.
This month we will have our casserole packages in the back

of the Church. Please pick one up. All of the instructions are in-
side. This is a great way to help.
On our information table in the back of the church are sign up

sheets for you to volunteer to help at this year’s Bazaar. There
are so many ways to help - from decorating before the event to
helping on the days of the bazaar. Please take time to sign up.

The St. Lawrence Christmas Bazaar would not be possible with-
out you! We are able to help so many people through this one
event!

p. 3

JOIN US FOR ADORATION
Join us on the first Friday of the month for 24-hour ado-

ration at St. Lawrence. Come spend time with Christ in the
Blessed Sacrament, or consider signing up to be present
for one holy hour.  Adoration begins after 8:30 am Mass
on Friday morning and continues until 8:30 am Mass on
Saturday morning.

he St. Lawrence 3-Day Prayer Retreat provides
time to accomplish not only the quiet of a retreat,
but study of Catholic prayer, with Fr. Mark Toups in
the video series Oremus.

Oremus (Latin for “Let us Pray”) is a Catholic
faith formation program that seeks to help people
learn how to pray. Each session focuses on a group
of topics that teaches the basics of prayer, many
of which are derived from principles contained in
the “Spiritual Exercises” of St. Ignatius of Loyola.

The 3-day retreat is scheduled for November
14-16 at Camp Baldwin in Elberta, AL on beautiful
Wolf Bay.

Mass, Adoration and private reflection times are
built into the schedule to allow a grace-filled re-
treat experience. For more information contact
Barry Little (adultfaith@stlawrencefairhope.com)
or Lise Lirette (family@stlawrencefairhope.com)
at 251-928-5931. Register by October 15th. 

T

Oremus



Join us as we explore Wisdom Literature & New Testa-
ment Letters. We meet every Thursday from 6:30-8:00
pm in the second grade classroom. 

by Barry Little, Coordinator for Adult Education
PUB THEOLOGY started back on August 6th

with Fr. James Dean, pastor of St. Bartholomew
Parish in Elberta, Alabama. His talk on “Apologet-
ics without Apology” was well received and there
was lively discussion afterwards. Thank you Fr.
Dean!

On September 3rd we brought back someone of
whom you might have heard. Archbishop Thomas
J. Rodi joined us with his lovely wit and wisdom.
His talk on Evangelization and his answers to
some difficult questions were compassionate and
personal.

October 2014 (on the 1st) brings someone who
will join us at McSharry’s Pub for the first time.
Bob Grip of local TV fame will engage us in lively
conversation about one of his favorite subjects,
Thomas Merton. Bob is also Byzantine and he will
also talk about the other lung of the Church, the
Eastern Rite.

Pat Arensberg, Director of Religious Education
for the archdiocese, will be back by popular demand on November 5th. Last time he wowed us with
his ‘breaking open the Word’. We always learn something new when Pat visits.

For the last month of 2014 Fr. David Tokarz, pastor of Our Saviour Parish in Mobile will trek
across the bay to share with us a good reuben sandwich and a wonderfully colorful topic.

PUB THEOLOGY, where we “Embrace the Faith in PUBlic”. We gather on 1st Wednesdays for
good food, cold beer, and good fellowship. 
www.stlawrencefairhope.com/SLCC/Pub_Theology.html
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by Molly Nix
Religious education classes started in September and

are going great!
This year our focus for the 7th and 8th grade class is on

the Gospel writers, particularly Matthew and Luke. Un-
derstanding the Mass and participating in it fully is the
aim of our curriculum this year.

The 6th graders are adjusting well to coming to class on
Wednesday nights. We are looking at God’s salvation plan
and how the sacraments help build the foundation of our
faith.

I invite all of you to keep the middle schoolers in your
prayers. These years are full of great challenge, and only
through our prayers and their family’s continued involve-
ment in their faith formation, will they grow closer to
Christ.

If your middle schooler is not involved in our program,
it’s not too late! Please call me at 591-7149 and let’s talk
about it. 

EDGE
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Liturgy of the Word with Children is a worship experience geared especially for children ages
Kindergarten through 5th grade (pre-K if accompanied by parent). It mirrors the worship experi-
ence of the larger community, with a style that is relevant and fitting for children. Liturgy of the
Word with Children offers an experience for the children to hear scripture in words they understand
and to share their own understanding of God’s Word.
A team of four adult volunteers leads the Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 8:30 am and
11:00 am Sunday Masses. Please contact Chandra Ford if you are interested in helping with this
ministry: ccd@stlawrencefairhope.com

Treasures hosted their first luncheon of the new season on September 8th. Each
luncheon has a theme and entertainment, providing a relaxing atmosphere with
good food and socializing.  We were pleased to present a check for over $2000.00
to Barker Stein for the St. Vincent de Paul Society. This money was raised from
our fundraiser, Treasures Charity Card Party and Luncheon, held in the spring.

In addition to luncheons, Treasures plans monthly outings to interesting places
in the surrounding area. There is nominal fee for transportation and admission,
with lunch paid for by the participant. Our next trip will be to St. Joseph Seminary
in Louisiana. We will be given a tour of the seminary and visit with our seminarians.
This is great way to show support for the young men studying to be our priests.

All over 50 are encouraged to give Treasures a try, you won’t regret it!

Dear Dr. Welch,   
I have what might be considered a silly question, but my

daughter said I should ask you.  Question:  Why do newly elected
popes take a new name?   

Wondering in Fairhope

Dear Wondering:   
I suspect many people have asked the same question; there-

fore, it is not silly, just collectively interesting.  For many cen-
turies nuns, monks and anyone entering religious life took a new
name. This symbolized a break from the secular world to the
spiritual world.  The break was further emphasized by ridding
one’s self of secular clothing and donning a religious habit.    

St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians stated:  …”strip off the
old man with his deeds and put on the new one…“  

Corinthians, 3: 9  
Regarding the new name, the story is a bit more pragmatic and

less charming. The custom began with Pope Sylvester IV, who
was pope from 1009-1012.  He started the custom which has be-
come de rigueur ever since.  If you were Pope Sylvester, you
might have changed your name too. He had an unfortunate
nickname of Os Porci (Old Pigface). Doesn’t Sylvester sound
much better?   

Thanks for asking, Dr. C.

Asked directly to Dr. Welch in the narthex (church
lobby or foyer):

What is Eschatology?  
Answer:  Eschatology is Greek for Knowledge of the four last

things:  Death, judgment, heaven or hell. Eschatology is a
branch of systematic theology which studies God’s final king-
dom.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Treasures Starts New Season



p. 6

Greetings from the Youth Minister:
The Youth Group is in full swing and looking forward to the

rhythm of the Fall semester. We have begun our Confirmation
classes for the first class to be confirmed in the Spring of 2015 (Our
first Confirmation class in four years since the age was changed.) 

We are also participating in a Super Raffle. Each ticket is only $10
with incredible prizes! The Grand Prize is an all expense trip for four
people to Italy! (That is not a typo!) Second Prize is a Caribbean or
Alaskan Cruise for two people and the Third Prize is a week on the
beach in a condo in Gulf Shores! The drawing will be held on De-
cember 24th, 2014 (What a great Christmas present!!) You do not
need to be present to win. Tickets will be offered after several
masses and in the office, or call Todd @ 251-648-5616 for delivery. 

Thanks, Todd

Children’s Religious Education

Life
Teen $10 Super Raffle

You could win a vacation!

Our Children’s Religious Education Program provides students in kindergarten through 5th grade
with rich multi-sensory experiences to grow in love and knowledge of God through the Catholic tra-
dition. These classes are offered only on Sunday from 9:30-10:45.
Pflaum’s Gospel Weeklies Faith Formation Program is used. Each week the Sunday Gospel message
creates the foundation for young children to begin to participate in worship and the life of the
Church. Concepts are introduced simply and powerfully, Jesus becomes immediate and real, and
make-and-do projects explore Sunday Gospel ideas.
The FIRE is back! Family Integrated Religious Education is offered again. Adult Classes (between the
Masses) started on Sept. 7th. Edward Sri’s A Biblical Walk with Mary will be used. The Breakfast Club,
an opportunity for parents and students to come together for Donuts and a Trivia Game, will be held
periodically throughout the year.
Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 are considered The CREW (Children’s Religious Education Workshops).
These students rotate each week between two different Liturgical Workshops: The Gospel Workshop
and the Rosary Workshop. These classes are offered Sundays from 9:30-10:45 or Wednesday from
4:45-6:00 pm.



In September we packed the house at Rosie’s Grill.
Fr. Victor Ingalls gave an inspiring talk about having a
fruitful spiritual life. Young Adults in their 20's and
30's, single or married, are invited to join us at Rosie's
Grill at 7pm on the First Tuesday of each month for
music, food, drinks and awesome speakers! 

If you
weren’t al-
ready aware
– October
18th is the
Feast of St.
Luke.  Would
you like to
know more
about St.
Luke?  To
learn more, I
suggest you read Taylor Caldwell’s “Dear and Glorious Physician”
found in the “F – Christian Novels” section (F CAL).  It is a stun-
ningly comprehensive well-documented portrait of his life in
novel form.  In a nutshell, it depicts not only the day to day life
of the Saint; it is a gripping story of everyday life in ancient Rome
at the time of Tiberius Caesar.

Lucanus was the son of Greek freed slaves serving in the
household of Roman Tribune Diodorus Cyrinus in Syria.  He was
aware of the speculation and prophesies concerning the coming
of a messiah.  One evening as he sat in the garden, he saw the
star which hovered over Bethlehem announcing the birth of
Jesus.  

Following the deaths of Lucanus’ father and the Tribune’s wife,
the Tribune married Lucanus’ mother and adopted Lucanus.  As
a young man, Lucanus was sent to Alexandria to be trained as a
physician.  In his profession, Lucanus traveled throughout the
Roman land caring for the poorest as well as the wealthy.  He
heard of Jesus and of His ministry and miracles.  On the day of
Jesus’ crucifixion, Lucanus saw the sky turn black and felt the
earth quake.  

So how did Lucanus come to know God and write his Gospel
and be sainted?  You’ll have to read the novel to find out.  Al-
though the book is quite hefty (562 pages), critics have described
the book as “[a] glowing and passionate statement of belief.”  A
friend in the library, having just read it, said “it is eloquent, warm
and moving; a joy to read.”

Your friend,

Oscar 
Guardian of the Library

and my Library Staff  

The Mobile Archdiocese is once again participating in the 40 Days for Life Fall Campaign. 40 Days
for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a vision to access God’s power through prayer, fasting
and peaceful vigil to end abortion. We began September 24th and the Campaign will end on No-
vember 2nd. 

The mission of the campaign is to bring together the body of Christ in a spirit of unity during a
focused 40 day campaign of prayer, fasting, and peaceful activism, with the purpose of repentance,
to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and minds from a culture of death to a culture of life, thus bring-
ing an end to abortion. 

St. Lawrence parishioners can participate in three ways:

1. Pray and Fast
-Remember in prayer all associated with Abortion 

2. Peaceful Vigil at Planned Parenthood
-Join St. Lawrence at PP any Tuesday between 6am-6pm
-Sign Up at www.mobile40daysforlife.com
-Planned Parenthood 717 Downtowner Loop W, Mobile

3. Community Outreach
-Wear the Precious Feet Pin
-Place Bumper Sticker on car
-Be an advocate for Life and speak up when questioned

If you have any questions, please call Jack McAleer 928-5286 or jnmcaleer@aol.com
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Constitutional Prayer Group 
Our Lady has been asking us to pray for peace and

our country. Prayer and knowledge are the tools to re-
turn the United States of America to the morality and
ethics of our Founding Fathers. Please join us on Tues-
day evenings after 5:30 pm Mass or Thursday mornings
after the 8:30 am Mass, where we begin by praying the
Divine Mercy Chaplet for the United States of America.  

Join us in the Seton Room on Tuesday evenings for a
meager meal followed by discussion about our consti-
tution and founding principles in conjunction with the
online Hillsdale College Constitution 101 course. A sec-
ond gathering of the same topic takes place in the sec-
ond grade classroom on Thursday mornings. All ages
and denominations are welcome.

"And With Your Spirits" 
Young Adult Pub 
Theology Continues!

Oscar Says
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The Baldwin County Catholic High
School Campaign is in its final stages.
Pledges have reached 7.2 million of the
9.5 million needed. 

All parishioners are asked to prayer-
fully discern ways they can help
support and 
uplift this
campaign.      

Please fill
out and return
the Letter of
Intent listing
the ways you
can support
this important 
endeavor,
whether 
through prayers, 
volunteer time, or treasure. 
Thank you!

We are almost there!
Baldwin County Catholic High School

Heavenly Father,
As Your Son ascended to heaven, He
told us to teach all nations His saving
truth. We thank you that it is now our
time to share the Gospel by striving to
build a Catholic High School in Baldwin
County so that we can share His saving
truth with our young people. We beg
You to bless our efforts. Strengthen the
hands of all working to make our
dream a reality. Open the hearts of all
who are asked to give. Bless and protect
our young people who will be served in
our school. Help us so that all of our
work will begin with Your inspiration,
continue with Your help and be brought
to completion in accord with Your will.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, Your Son who lives and reigns
with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever. Amen.

You 
are 

invited!

St. Lawrence Parish Picnic
November 2nd 

Sacred Heart Church
Mass at 11:30 am
Picnic to follow

Bring a dish to share, a blanket 
or lawn chairs and enjoy the day!

ASSIGNMENTS FOR DISHES
NAME ENDING IN:

A-J bring vegetable or pasta salad
K-P bring chips, dips, fruit

Q-Z bring dessert
The church will provide hamburgers & hot dogs 

cooked by Knights of Columbus.
Questions? Call Molly Nix 591-7149

Wednesday Night Dinners 
6:00pm till 6:45pm 

(or until we run out)
$4 person/ $12 family

This ministry promotes fellowship; we do not make a profit. 
Therefore, no take out is available. 

All participants are volunteers; 
please be patient and help clean up. 

For everyone’s safety and enjoyment, please keep
all balls, skateboards and other toys outside in the

fenced area. 

Oct 1- Cursillo - Taco Soup & Salad

Oct 8- Franciscans - Salisbury Steak

Oct 15- R.C.I.A. - Spaghetti & Meatballs

Oct 22 - Reception Committee - Mexican

Oct 29 - Family Matters - Lasagna

Pancake Breakfast by the Knights of Columbus 
on October 19 after 8:30 am Mass.

All donations support our seminarians, 
so please be generous! 


